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Welcome to the June Gazette.

Council was pleased with two positive 
announcements around early childhood 
education and grant funding from the recent 
Federal Budget.

Funding for 15 hours of pre-school education per 
week has been locked in until the end of 2018; 
and indexation has been restored for Financial 
Assistance Grants, an important funding source 
for local government.

Council advocated strongly on these issues, 
visiting and lobbying local MPs and Ministers to 
ensure that Golden Plains residents were not 
disadvantaged by government decisions.

Council also recently released its 2017-18 
Draft Budget which was open for community 
submissions for four weeks during May. An 
important initiative in this Budget is the Golden 
Plains Community and Civic Centre, which will be 
designed to serve our growing Shire for years to 
come. More details are available on page 4 and 5.

Cr Des Phelan – Mayor

Greetings to all and it’s hard to believe we are 
already halfway through 2017.

During the last five years library services across 
our Shire have been significantly improved, 
with the opening of the Bannockburn Library 
and refurbishment of the mobile library which 
serves many of our communities. We encourage 
residents to use this free service which now 
includes not only books but also internet access 
and e-books. You can learn more on page 10.

With a variety of growing wineries and cellar 
doors across Golden Plains, the viticulture 
industry provides local employment and 
significant economic value. The launch of the 
Moorabool Valley Taste Trail positions our Shire 
to take advantage of the growing market in wine 
tourism. The feature article on page 6 focuses on 
several of our local wineries.

Council has initiated listening posts at community 
markets to better engage with residents about 
issues that concern them. I encourage you to 
attend our next listening post in Smythesdale on 
17 June and use the opportunity to engage with 
us – more details are on page 12.

Rod Nicholls – CEO 

FROM THE 
MAYOR

FROM THE 
CEO

YOURCOUNCIL

Bannockburn Customer
Service Centre
2 Pope Street, Bannockburn,
Victoria, 3331. 

Linton Customer
Service Centre
68 Sussex Street, Linton
Victoria, 3360. 

Phone
P: 5220 7111
F: 5220 7100 

Postal address
Golden Plains Shire Council
PO Box 111, Bannockburn,
Victoria 3331. 

Emergency contacts
P: 1300 363 036
P: 5220 7111 (24 Hours) 

Bannockburn Cultural Centre
27 High Street, Bannockburn
P: 5220 7260 

The Well, Smythesdale 
Business, Health & 
Community Hub
19 Heales Street,  
Smythesdale
P: 5321 1500 

Northern Community Centre
Sago Hill Road, Haddon
P: 5342 7000 

Bannockburn Family
Services Centre
2a Pope Street,
Bannockburn
P: 5220 7230



JUNE 2017 | GOLDEN PLAINS SHIRE GAZETTE| 3

Smythesdale Country Market 
9.00am – 1.00pm 35A Brooke St, Smythesdale.

More info: Woady Yaloak Historical Society 5342 8754

What’s on in Golden Plains?

JULY

june

New Rules of Social Media for Business
8.30am – 12.30pm. Bannockburn Cultural Centre, High St Bannockburn. 
 
Facebook and social media have changed. This session will outline how 
you can break through using your Facebook Business Page, and where 
alternative opportunities lie.  
 
More info: Les Watson  5222 2234 / les.watson@geelongchamber.com.au

Smythesdale Country Market 
9.00am – 1.00pm 35A Brooke St, Smythesdale.

More info: Woady Yaloak Historical Society 53 428 754

Golden Plains Farmers’ Market
8.30am – 12.30pm. Cnr High & Milton Sts Bannockburn.

Farm fresh produce, free parking, free entry and kids’ activities.

More info: goldenplainsfarmersmarket.com.au.

1st

15th

EVENTS

6th

17th

Did you know that Council has 
two event trailers available for 
community use?
The events trailer contains everything you might need for 
running a community event, such as bollards, directional 
signage and high-visibility equipment. A $25 hire fee applies. 

The Create Crate trailer, funded by the State Government, 
has everything you need to create a community pop-up 
space, with giant games, juggling and circus equipment, deck 
chairs, ‘instant’ grass and much more - no hire fee applies. 

Groups in the Golden Plains Shire can book the Create 
Crate for one day or a month to create a pop-up space in 
your town. We want you to use Create Crate to get your 
community excited about your fun and exciting space.

Reservations can be made via enquiries@gplains.vic.gov.au 
or by calling 5220 7111 during business hours.

mailto:les.watson%40geelongchamber.com.au?subject=
http://goldenplainsfarmersmarket.com.au
mailto:enquiries%40gplains.vic.gov.au%20?subject=
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BUDGETFASTfacts

services provided for in the Budget

HOW SERVICES ARE FUNDED

SNAPSHOT OF 2017-18 BUDGET  GOLDEN PLAINS FAST FACTS

21,355
people

56
communities

1,758
Km of Council roads

16
townships

2,705
sq km of land

Roads and Streets 29%

Recreation, Community Facilities and Libraries 24%

Waste 14%

Strategic Planning and Advocacy 8%

Customer Service and Communications 7%

Environment and Land Use 8%

Financial Management 6%

Human Services 3%

Economic Development 1%

Rates and Municipal Charge 45%

Tied Grants 19%

User Fees 14%

Financial Grants (Federal Government) 14%

Waste Charges 5%

Borrowings and Reserves 2%

General Revenue 1%

Looking after our people  
$8.7M 

to support children, aged,  
disability and maternal child health services.

Supporting active lives
$9.8M 

for recreation, community spaces  
and groups.

Roads and streets  
$14.6M  

for construction and maintenance of over 
1,800km of roads and streets.

2017-18 KEY PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES
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BUDGET  
2017-18 

The 2017-18 draft Budget proposes 
an average rate increase of 2.0% 
per assessment. This is in line with 
the State Government’s Fair Go 
Rates System which has capped rate 
increases by Victorian councils in 
2017-18.

Mayor Cr Des Phelan says that the 
Budget balances a commitment to 
quality service and infrastructure 
provision with financial sustainability.

“Councillors examine the budget in 
depth each year and are mindful of 
the impact rate rises have on rate 
payers,” said Cr Phelan. 
 
 
 

“I believe this Budget meets the 
needs of our community - delivering 
roads, infrastructure, programs and 
services while still preserving our 
financial sustainability.”

The challenges

“To meet the financial challenges of 
rate capping, we have identified and 
implemented savings measures to 
comply with this obligation.

“Council will also continue a strong 
campaign of advocacy and lobbying 
with State and Federal Governments 
for grants and assistance. While 
we have had success with securing 
funding for key priorities and 
projects this revenue stream is not a 
certainty,” said Cr Phelan.

New project planned

The draft Budget flagged plans to 
redevelop the Bannockburn Customer 
Service Centre into a new Golden 
Plains Community and Civic Centre, 
including new customer service areas 
and confidential meeting facilities for 
residents. 

Council’s 2017-18 Budget is projected 
to include $500,000 for community 
engagement, detailed architectural 
and engineering designs for the 
Centre.

“With a Shire population growing 
by 2.3% on average every year, we 
are conscious of the need to plan 
for future growth, and effective and 
efficient work practices,” said Mayor, 
Cr Des Phelan.

“We are embarking on this project 
after previous feedback from the 
community through Council Plan 
consultations and community focus 
groups about the need for welcoming 
and modern customer service areas. 
We also heard from the community 
that more accessible areas for Council 
meetings that can accommodate 
greater numbers of community 
members, are required.”

 “Council has made this decision for 
a number of reasons, including the 
need to provide more private meeting 
areas for those residents who require 
them, improve efficiencies in our 
operations by reducing operational 
costs, and provide improved access 
and transparency around monthly 
Council meetings.”

Should the draft Budget be adopted, 
further community consultation 
will be undertaken including 
listening posts as project designs are 
developed.

Public submissions on 
Council’s draft 2017-18 
Budget have recently closed 
after a four-week public 
submission period.

BUDGETUPDATE
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BUSINESS
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VINTAGE CROP

Developed by Tourism Geelong and 
the Bellarine, the Moorabool Valley 
Taste Trail includes a new brochure 
and website that are being promoted 
across the state and nationally 
through an extensive marketing 
campaign.  

 

It’s not just wine though - our region 
produces an incredible array of farm 
fresh food and produce, from olives 
to cheese, berries to eggs, leafy 
greens, herbs and fruit.

Covering the southern end of Golden 
Plains from Inverleigh to Meredith, 
Anakie to Ceres and everywhere 
in between, the Moorabool Valley 
Taste Trail brings together over 30 
different wineries, farm gates, cafés, 
restaurants, produce stores, events, 
markets and much more for foodies 
to experience and enjoy.  

Included in the trail are a number of 
wineries that feature in the acclaimed 
James Halliday five-star list, including 
Clyde Park Vineyard and Bistro and 
Austins & Co. 

Clyde Park has recently completed  a 
new cellar door as well as significant 
upgrades to the alfresco dining 
area with spectacular views of  the 
vineyard and Moorabool Valley. 
Austins & Co continues to go from 
strength to strength with a new cellar 
door offering opening soon - Austins 
wines are available both in your local 
bottle shop and are also exported to 
the UK and Asia. 

Rowsley Fault Wines, a Sutherlands 
Creek boutique vineyard sitting 
directly on top of a unique geological 
formation – the Rowsley Fault – takes 
advantage of perfect soil profiles 
for viticulture.  Formed about one 
million years ago, the Fault results 
in a mix of gravels and clay over a 
bedrock of limestone. Limestone for 
a winemaker is ideal as it holds water 
and valuable minerals in the soil. 

Other Golden Plains wineries on the 
Taste Trail include Eagles Rise Wine 
(Russells Bridge), Lethbridge Wines, 
Moorabool Ridge Wines (Lethbridge) 
and Spence Wines (Murgheboluc).

The flagship restaurant of the 
Moorabool Valley, operated by 
celebrated chef Matt Dempsey is the 
award winning Gladioli of Inverleigh.  
Offering fresh local produce in a 
relaxed rural atmosphere since 2011, 
Gladioli has been recognised as one 
of country Victoria’s finest regional 
dining experiences with consistent 
high ratings and Chef’s hats in The 
Age Good Food Guide. 

For further information see  
mooraboolvalleytastetrail.com  
or collect your brochure at Shire 
customer service centres.  

Did you know that wines 
from the Golden Plains 
Shire have been described 
as ‘stunningly good’, 
‘consistently exemplary’ and 
‘tremendous bang for buck’?

With the launch of the 
Moorabool Valley Taste 
Trail, our region has recently 
gained recognition as one 
of Victoria’s wine hotspots.  
Clyde Park, Austins & Co. and 
Rowsley Fault are some of 
the winery names on the lips 
of wine reviewers and social 
drinkers alike.

BUSINESS

http://www.mooraboolvalleytastetrail.com 


8 | GOLDEN PLAINS SHIRE GAZETTE | JUNE 2017

news

TRADITIONAL OWNERS BURN
Wiyn-murrup yangarramela, meaning ‘fire spirit comes 
back’ in local Wadawurrung language, was a joint fire 
project led by Wadawurrung people in partnership with 
Golden Plains Shire, CFA, and Victorian government 
agencies. 

The project recognised the strong socio-cultural needs 
of Aboriginal people in Victoria to connect with ‘country’ 
through fire practice.

In April the project culminated in a ‘traditional owner’ burn 
on Council land in Teesdale. The burn was supported by the 
local Teesdale and Bannockburn CFA brigades.

The burn was led by Elder Uncle Rod Mason who 
conducted the burn demonstration using traditional 
methods and sharing his knowledge and skills. The burn 
was followed by a CFA burn using standard techniques 
allowing participants to see and understand the two 
approaches to using fire in the landscape.

SONS OF THE WEST
Western Bulldogs Football Club will partner with Council 
to offer their innovative Sons of the West health program 
in the north of the Shire. 

This program – which originally started in the western 
suburbs of Melbourne – is a free health initiative aimed 
at engaging men in simple, healthy activities aimed at 
boosting their wellbeing.

The program includes easy-to-access activities aimed at 
improving awareness and general health levels – no boot 
camps or marathons, but a 10-week program to help men 
live healthier, eat healthier and get back in the game of life.

A ten week ‘premiership program’ is now running at 
Smythesdale’s Woady Yaloak Recreation Reserve on 
Tuesdays at 7pm. No pre-registration is required – just 
turn up on the night. Further information is available from 
Brodie from Council’s Recreation team on 5220 7111.

Past participants are pictured with players from the 
Western Bulldogs. Thanks to the Buninyong & District 
Community Bank for their support of this program.
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CALL OUT FOR YOUTH SURVEY
Our Youth team is looking for 100 Golden Plains young 
people aged between 15 and 19 to contribute to a survey 
that will shape policy for youth agencies. 

The survey is being conducted by Mission Australia to give 
young people a stronger voice in the issues that concern 
them – such as education, employment, transport, health 
and wellbeing. This opportunity is available at  
missionaustralia.com.au/youthsurvey - use code 73306 so 
your response is connected with our local community.

H30 COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS
The H30 Challenge encouraged residents and local 
sporting clubs to replace sugary drinks with water for  
30 days. 

We’re pleased to report that 304 Golden Plains residents 
took up this challenge. The sporting clubs with the most 
sign-ups included Rokewood Corindhap FNC, Bannockburn 
Auskick, Carngham Linton FNC, Bannockburn Bush Run, 
Smythesdale Adult Riders Inc and Bannockburn Net Set Go. 

Congratulations to all participants on taking steps to 
improve your health. The winners of individual random 
prizes have been notified by VicHealth.

INVERLEIGH PLANNING UPDATE
Community surveys, listening posts and workshops for 
the Inverleigh Structure Plan have now been completed 
and the survey results compiled. De-identified comments 
received from the community are now available on the 
‘Have Your Say’ section of Council’s website. 

The next phase of the project will involve the development 
of the Draft Structure Plan. 

The Inverleigh flood study is also underway and residents 
are advised that consultants will require limited access 
to some properties located near the floodplain – these 
residents will be notified individually.

news

http://www.missionaustralia.com.au/youthsurvey
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YOUR  
LIBRARY 
SERVICE

The mobile library received a major 
refurbishment last year and the 
new-look library offers a substantial 
browsing collection, improved  
Wi-Fi access, better disability access, 
modern shelving systems for our 
popular magazine, DVD and CD 
collections, more face-out displays 
and access to printing. 

The Bannockburn library is open 36 
hours per week including Wednesday 
evenings and Saturday mornings. 
It houses around 15,000 print and 
multimedia items which include 
fiction and non-fiction books, as well 
as a range of magazines and DVDs. 
Free Wi-Fi is available for library 
members and six public access 
internet computers are available for 
use. The library includes a children’s 
area, young people’s zone, gaming 
consoles, study and reading spaces 
including an outdoor reading 
courtyard and a meeting room 
available for community hire.  

Library membership is free and 
provides members with access 
to the full network including the 
Geelong Library & Heritage Centre, 
15 community libraries and mobile 
libraries. 

The library website grlc.vic.gov.au 
provides members with access to the 
full collection across all branches. 
Members can reserve any item and 
have it made available for collection 
at their local branch or on their 
mobile library service. 

Joining the library is a quick and 
easy process - speak to the staff at 
the mobile library service or the 
Bannockburn Library and ask them to 
get you started.  It is also possible to 
join the library online via the library 
website grlc.vic.gov.au.

Golden Plains Shire residents are 
encouraged to make the most of their 
library service. The friendly library 
team looks forward to seeing you 
soon.

The Geelong Regional Library 
Corporation is responsible 
for the delivery of the 
library services available 
throughout the Golden 
Plains Shire - comprised of 
the Bannockburn Library, 
opened in 2012, and the 
Golden Plains Mobile Library 
Service which stops at 
Cape Clear, Dereel, Enfield, 
Grenville, Haddon, Linton, 
Meredith, Rokewood and 
Smythesdale. The mobile 
library timetable is available 
at grlc.vic.gov.au/locate/
mobile-libraries.

yourCOMMUNITY

http:// grlc.vic.gov.au
http:// grlc.vic.gov.au
http://www.grlc.vic.gov.au/locate/mobile-libraries
http://www.grlc.vic.gov.au/locate/mobile-libraries
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yourCOMMUNITY

UNSIGHTLY PROPERTIES
Council is reminding residents to keep their properties 
well maintained after an increase in complaints regarding 
unsightly properties. 

Local Law officers carry out property inspections throughout 
the year. If a property is identified as unsightly, a Notice to 
Comply will be issued to owners to rectify the issue. Failure 
to comply with a notice may result in a $500 fine. To make 
sure your property is not unsightly, please use the following 
steps as a guide; 

• Make sure goods are stored in a garage or shed
• Ensure any unregistered or dismantled vehicles are 

removed or stored in a garage
• Cut or slash overgrown vegetation and remove rubbish
• Take pride in your property  

In the upcoming months, Council Officers will be 
conducting property inspections. If you have any questions 
please contact Council’s Investigations Officer on  
5220 7111. 

MATERNAL CHILD HEALTH-update
When: Tuesday mornings 8.30-10.00am 

Where: Bannockburn Family Services Centre, 2A Pope 
Street Bannockburn

No appointment needed – just drop in!

Drop in and ask Caroline (Maternal and Child Health Nurse) 
any concerns you may have about your baby or child in an 
informal, impromptu environment. 

Parents and or carers welcome.

• Baby weight
• Children’s behaviour
• Breastfeeding advice
• Introducing solids
• Toilet training 
Save the Date: Children’s week 2017, Wednesday  
25 October. The ‘Mik Maks’ are coming back!

Check what’s on for children and families in Golden 
Plains on Facebook – Golden Plains Early Years or email - 
earlyyears@gplains.vic.gov.au.

mailto:earlyyears%40gplains.vic.gov.au?subject=


Alternative formats
If you are interested in
receiving a copy of the
Gazette in large print please
contact Customer
Service on 5220 7111 or
1300 363 036.

The Golden Plains Gazette
is published six times
per year and is delivered
to all households and
mail collection centres
and is also available on
Council’s website.

August deadline
Please note, the deadline
for the August edition is
Thursday 6 July 2017.
Send your copy with
“Gazette News” in the
subject line to:
richard.troeth@gplains.vic.gov.au
Fax: 5220 7100 or post
PO Box 111,
Bannockburn 3331. 

Rokewood Resource
Recovery Facility
Hours of operation:
Sunday 10am till 3pm.

The Golden Plains Gazette
is produced on stock which
is FSC Certified; 100%
recycled post consumer
waste, Process Chlorine
Free environment, 100%
FSC certified fibre and ISO
14001 EMS accredited.

COMMUNITYNOTICEBOARD

FIND US EVERYWHERE!

GoldenPlainsShire goldenplains.vic.gov.au Smart Phone  
App

@GPSCouncilNews 
@VisitGoldenPlains WWW

COUNCIL LISTENING POSTS

BUILDING DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Domestic Building Dispute Resolution Victoria (DBDRV) is a new dispute 
resolution service that provides an effective, impartial service that is able to 
resolve building disputes for builders and homeowners, without the cost and 
time often associated with courts and tribunals. 

The service is available to building owners, builders, and in some circumstances, 
architects and sub-contractors. It focuses on conciliation, which involves bringing 
both parties together to discuss and resolve matters in dispute. 

For further information, please visit the DBDRV website at dbdrv.vic.gov.au or call 
1300 55 75 59.

Regular Council Listening Posts are beginning this month, designed to increase 
Council’s connection and engagement with local community members. Council  
staff will regularly be attending community markets across the Shire throughout 2017.

On 17 June, we’ll be attending the Smythesdale Country Market from  
9.00am to 1.00pm

Please stop by to discuss any queries, feedback or ideas you might have for Council.  
You can find the Listening Post by looking for the ‘Join the Conversation’ signage at 
your local market.

If you would like to find out about other opportunities to get involved, please visit 
the Have Your Say section of Council’s website: goldenplains.vic.gov.au

http://www.dbdrv.vic.gov.au
http://goldenplains.vic.gov.au

