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GOLDENplainsSHIREcouncil News
  mayor’s message

  HEALTHY EATING AND ACTIVE LIVING GRANTS NOW OPEN

  COMMUNITY GRANTS 2018-19  
  ANNOUNCED

At its June Council meeting, Golden Plains Shire 
Council agreed to commit $109,010.78 towards 
34 important local projects under its annual 
Community Grants program. 

Projects that received Community Grants include 
a Happy Valley School Window Replacement, Ross 
Creek Avenue of Honour celebrations, Electrical 
Cable Traps for the Shelford Duck Race and an 
outdoor music area for the Inverleigh Kindergarten.

This year marks the 23rd year Golden Plains Shire 
Council has run its Community Grants Program. Since 
1996, this program has supported 930 community 
projects across the Shire, and by matching funding 
from community groups, Council’s investment in 
community grants has delivered a staggering $6.8M 
in value to local communities.

Council provides grants to community organisations 
all across the Shire to help address community 
needs and provide opportunities that enhance 
the wellbeing and quality of life of our residents. 
Projects range from large infrastructure projects like 
the construction of a rotunda in Haddon, down to a 
manure barrow for the Smythesdale Pony Club, but 
what they all have in common is that they answer a 
need in our community.

A full list off successful groups and projects will be 
published in the August edition of the Golden Plains 
Shire Gazette.

  IMPORTANT NOTICES  ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY  
  UPDATE

The Environment Strategy 2019-27 is 
progressing well, with Phase 1 and 2 completed.  
These phases included the initial round of 
community engagement to inform the draft 
Strategy, with participants sharing their 
thoughts and passions for protecting our 
environment, reconciling the growth of our 
community, and contributing to a better world.
The community survey, pop-up conversation 
posts and community workshops were attended 
by 79 residents representing the wider 
community groups and township focus areas, 
providing creative and in-depth input into the 
development of the new Strategy.

JOBS: • Assistant Director Bannockburn Children’s Services (applications close 25 July).

Information regarding all vacancies, including position descriptions, can be found at 
goldenplains.applynow.net.au

UPCOMING EVENTS:  
14 July: Inverleigh Food Swap  
18 July: SBMS Small Business Clinic - Smythesdale 
19 July: Tax essentials for small business, workshop 1 of 2 
21 July: Smythesdale Country Market 
22 July: Environment Strategy Draft Workshop (Smythesdale and Bannockburn)

Visit our Events calendar at goldenplains.vic.gov.au/events for more information.    

PLANNING APPLICATIONS: There are 13 planning permits currently being 
advertised in Golden Plains Shire; visit goldenplains.vic.gov.au and search for 
‘planning permits currently advertised’.  

PUBLIC NOTICE ADS: To see current Public Notices visit goldenplains.vic.gov.au/
news/public-notices. 

Council adopted the 2018-19 Council Budget and updated Council Plan at 
our June meeting.

The Budget included changes following community feedback. Council agreed 
to reduce the proposed child care fee increase to $123 per day and $565 for 
a five day service, which is equivalent to $113 per day. I’m glad we were able 
to react positively to the community feedback, and I want to reassure our 
families, and the wider community, that your thoughts are important to us 
and that we are listening to you.

Please note that this Budget definitely does meet the State Government 
rate cap. The average rate increase for 2018-19 is 2.25%; while individual 
ratepayer’s increases may be more or less than this, the average  
increase is 2.25%. 

We also agreed to award over $100,000 in Community Grants; I would like to congratulate all the 
community groups who were successful. A wide range of projects around the Shire were funded and 
Council was so glad to be able to support these hard-working community groups. Well done to all.

Coming up is Veggie-licious week and Kindergartens and Family Day Care providers around the Shire will 
be celebrating with a range of fun and educational activities. Keep an eye out – you could even celebrate 
it yourselves at home!
Cr Helena Kirby – Mayor

Council is pleased to announce the launch of a new ‘Healthy Eating and Active Living’ (HEAL) grant, 
which is available to community groups to the value of $500.  

Applications officially opened on 1 July 2018, and will be open all year round for community groups. 
There are two different funding categories groups can apply for, ‘Eat well! and ‘Be active!’. The ‘Eat well’ 
category includes a wide range of initiatives which contribute to promoting healthy eating and drinking, 
such as increasing intake of fruits, vegetables and water. ‘Be active’ activities encourage community 
members to be active and get moving, through initiatives focusing on moving more and being physically 
active.

For more information search for ‘Healthy Eating and Active Living grants’ on our website.
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