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Welcome to the first Gazette for 2017. 

On Australia Day we recognise some outstanding 
citizens within Golden Plains, and Council was 
proud to present awards to our Young Citizen, 
Senior Citizen and Citizen of the Year as well as 
the Community Event of the Year. Read more 
about these worthy recipients on page 3.

You may have heard that Council’s next four year 
Council Plan is under development. Thank you to 
the many residents who have already provided 
feedback to inform the development of the new 
Plan. The first stage of consultation is complete 
and we are currently analysing the findings. Next 
steps for the Plan are detailed on page 5.

One of Golden Plains’ best supported community 
activities is our Arts Trail which is taking place this 
year over the weekend of March 25 and 26. You 
can read more about this great event on page 6.

Cr Des Phelan – Mayor

Best wishes for the New Year and a prosperous 
2017. I trust your family had a restful and 
safe festive season and can look forward to a 
successful year. 

Small business is an important economic and 
employment contributor to our Shire. Council 
is supporting free small business mentoring 
sessions to help support local businesses to grow 
and develop. These one-on-one sessions kick off 
in Haddon on February 23 – you can read more 
on page 5.

Our Community Grants program is now open for 
2017, offering matched grants of up to $5,000. 
In 2016, 47 organisations were successful in 
applying for grants, which will support some 
fantastic community projects. Further details on 
how to apply are on page 8.

Rod Nicholls – Chief Executive Officer

FROM THE 
MAYOR

FROM THE 
CEO
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AUSTRALIADAY

AUSTRALIA 
DAY AWARD 
RECIPIENTS

There is a strong sense of community 
spirit reflected throughout this year’s 
award winners. 

Winners were presented with 
their certificate of achievement by 
Mayor Des Phelan at a ceremony at 
the Bannockburn Cultural Centre, 
attended by our Australia Day 
Ambassador and guest speaker,  
Tony Cavanagh. 

Citizen of the Year – Stewart Seaton 

Stewart has been recognised for his 
immense contribution to the Teesdale 
community and wider Golden Plains 
surrounds; devoting countless hours 
to the Turtle Bend Events committee, 
Primary School, local Freeza 
community and Golden Plains  
Hockey Club.  

Stewart’s contribution as an architect 
will also be enjoyed throughout the 
Shire in Smythesdale, Meredith, 
Teesdale and Bannockburn for many 
years to come. 

Senior Citizen of the Year –  
Carmen Powles

Carmen has been nominated for the 
outstanding service she has provided 
to the local Golden Plains community 
of Meredith. As community organiser 
for the Meredith Music Festival 
catering for over 25 years, Carmen 
has been instrumental in coordinating 
multiple groups and organisations for 
this massive undertaking.

Carmen has also contributed to the 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Meredith 
Primary School, tennis club, golf club 
and netball club to name a few. 

Young Citizen of the Year –  
Katrina Andrensek

Kat is a resident of Bannockburn 
who regularly volunteers her time in 
support of Council youth programs; 
for example Battle of the Bands, 
Youth Lounge Arts Mural and People 
of Golden Plains; to connect with and 
enhance her local community. 

Kat has volunteered her artistic 
services across the Shire as a capable 
pianist, violinist and vocalist. Kat has 
become known for her empathy and 
compassion and is a natural mentor 
and role model to her younger 
counterparts. 

Community Event of the Year – 
Teesdale Twilight Market 

A hotly anticipated event on the 
Shire’s social calendar for young and 
old, the Teesdale Twilight Market  
has grown from strength to strength 
to include Christmas Carols, live 
performers, fireworks, food stalls, and 
a visit from Santa Claus. This award 
is a reflection of the great work by 
the dedicated team on the Teesdale 
Community Events Committee, 
and is designed to bring a sense of 
togetherness and social inclusion  
to Teesdale. 

As part of Golden Plains 
Shire’s Australia Day 
celebrations, Council is 
pleased to announce the 
recipients of the 2017 
Australia Day Awards.

Council congratulates its 2017 
Australia Day award recipients and 
thanks all residents for participating 
in Australia Day activities across 
Golden Plains Shire.
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EVENTS

What’s on in Golden Plains?

APRIL

MARCH

FEBRUARY

Roots Culture Festival 
11.00am – 7.00pm Turtle Bend Teesdale. 
Free community music and food family 
festival focused on creative, healthy living. 
More info: Candice Feuerring  
0404 969 795. rootscollective9@gmail.com 
or find on Facebook.

Golden Plains Farmers’ Market
8.30am – 12.30pm. Cnr High & Milton Sts 
Bannockburn. 
Farm fresh produce, free parking, free 
entry and kids’ activities.  
More info: 
goldenplainsfarmersmarket.com.au

Golden Plains Farmers’ Market
8.30am – 12.30pm. Cnr High & Milton Sts 
Bannockburn. 
Farm fresh produce, free parking, free 
entry and kids’ activities.  
More info:  
goldenplainsfarmersmarket.com.au

Shelford Community Duck Race
10.00am – 5.00pm Shelford Recreation Reserve. Fun for all ages with live 
entertainment, market stalls, activities and of course “The Duck Race”. 
More info: Rebecca Jenkinson 0417 519 116 beckjenko@bigpond.com

Inverleigh Dachshund Derby
9.30am – 3.00pm Victoria Park Inverleigh.  
A fun day for the family and their pets! 
More info: Carol Perrett  0401 161 470.

Cape Clear Slow Net Yacht Race
12.30pm  - 4.30pm.  
Recreation Reserve Cape Clear.  
Teams invited to enter – a fun family day out  
with bouncy castle and refreshments.  
More info: Craig Cook 5342 2448.

Smythesdale Country Market
9.00am – 1.00pm 35A Brooke St, Smythesdale.  
More info: Woady Yaloak Historical Society  
5342 8754.

Real Food Festival – Taste of Golden Plains
Various locations and times throughout the Shire.  
For two weeks the region’s best farmers, growers  
and makers will come together to host a series of  
events from workshops and special interest talks to 
lunches and high teas. More info: Carlie Hageman  
0410 470 299. realfoodfestival@outlook.com.au

Smythesdale Country Market
9.00am – 1.00pm 35A Brooke St, 
Smythesdale.  
More info: Woady Yaloak Historical. 
Society 5342 8754.

4th

5th 5th

1st

18th12th

15th

26th

4th - 18th

Car Boot Sale
9.00am – 2.00pm Victoria Park Inverleigh.  
More info: John Turnbull 5281 5068.  
john.turnbull@netspace.net.au

19thSmythesdale Country Market
9.00am – 1.00pm 35A Brooke St,  
Smythesdale. 
More info: Woady Yaloak Historical Society  
5342 8754.

18th

mailto:rootscollective9%40gmail.com?subject=
http://goldenplainsfarmersmarket.com.au
http://goldenplainsfarmersmarket.com.au
mailto:beckjenko%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:realfoodfestival%40outlook.com.au?subject=
mailto:john.turnbull%40netspace.net.au?subject=
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news

COUNCIL PLAN 2017-21
Council would like to thank the many residents who have 
already provided feedback to inform the development of 
the 2017-21 Council Plan.

Five workshops were held in January with community 
workshops held in Smythesdale, Rokewood and 
Bannockburn, a workshop for older adults and youth, and 
another for stakeholders and partners. 

Workshop information and feedback will be combined with 
other data sources, including a review of the Shire’s health 
and wellbeing status. 

A full timetable for the development of the Plan and further 
information about opportunities to be involved can be found 
online at www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/consultations.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG AND OLD
In February 2017, Golden Plains will be the first Shire in 
Australia to introduce an exciting new program for youth 
and seniors – ‘Tech, Tea and Tales’.

Young jobseekers will be offered paid employment to teach 
technology skills to seniors. Older people across the Shire 
will be invited to participate for free, sharing some of their 
interests and experiences with young people. 

If you would like to apply to be one of the young Tech and 
Story Helpers, or if you are an older resident looking to 
connect with some inspiring local young people, get in 
touch with Sarah, Youth Development Officer on 5220 7177 
or youth@gplains.vic.gov.au. 

SMALL BUSINESS MENTORING
Small business mentoring sessions will be held 
throughout Golden Plains Shire during 2017, with 
Haddon set to host the first session.

Council in conjunction with the Small Business Mentoring 
Service will be running clinics to help support local 
businesses to grow and develop, through free one-on-one 
sessions with experienced business mentors.

The first session will be held in Haddon on Thursday  
23 February. 

For more information or to register visit  
www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/events or call Mick, Economic 
Development Officer on 5220 7201.

http://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/consultations
mailto:youth%40gplains.vic.gov.au%20?subject=
http://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/events
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ARTSTRAIL

HITTING THE ARTS TRAIL

HITTING THE  
ARTS TRAIL

One of the region’s most innovative events, the 
Golden Plains Arts Trail, is gearing up for another 
successful weekend in March.
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ARTSTRAIL

The Golden Plains Arts Trail is an exciting collaboration 
between artists, Council, community and local businesses. 
The weekend of 25 and 26 March will see artists and 
makers from across Golden Plains open their homes and 
hearts to visitors from near and far.

Now in its ninth year, the Arts Trail is a special opportunity 
for visitors to see artists in their own studio as well as 
watch them at work. There’s often a chance to join in with 
the artist and get an insight how they go about their craft.  
You might also pick up an original piece of artwork to finish 
off that special space in your home.

The 2017 Arts Trail will see 69 artists exhibiting from 26 
studios across Golden Plains Shire.  With an anticipated 
audience of more than 2,500 visitors, it’s not only a boost 
for tourism in the Shire, it’s a great way for local artists to 
show and sell their creations to visitors.  

“It is such an important way for artists in our Shire to get 
exposure and recognition of their work,” said Lyn Dickson, 
local artist and studio owner.

New artists added this year   

This year will also see 23 artists exhibiting on the Trail for 
the first time.  This adds to the already diverse and vibrant 
offering that people have come to love and expect from 
the Arts Trial.   World renowned sculptor and long-time 
participant in the Arts Trail, Lucy McEachern, said “I love 
taking part in the Arts Trail – it showcases everything that is 
best about Golden Plains Shire.” 

Age is no barrier to creating art or being a part of the Trail. 
Kath McLean, now in her 90th year, has been a member of 
the Yarrowee School of Painters for many years.  Her works 
convey a range of creative approaches as well as her sense 
of humour.  Kath will be exhibiting a mini retrospective 
of her works from the last 20 years at Venue 21, Rosalind 
Lawson’s Studio in Napoleons.  

At the other end of the scale, Cathrine Taylor is a 14 year 
old artist who loves different colours and textures.  She will 
be exhibiting at Venue 16, The Teesdale Hall in Teesdale.  

Choice of Trails

The 2017 Arts Trail will offer two Trail options – the Red 
Trail covering the southern end of the Shire (Batesford, 
Bannockburn, Inverleigh, Teesdale, Wingeel, Maude and 
Meredith) - and the Gold Trail (Haddon, Smythesdale, 
Smythes Creek, Linton and Corindhap). Of course, we’d 
love visitors to complete both!

The Arts Trail is many things to many people.  It provides 
an opportunity for artists to showcase their works and for 
residents and visitors to come and see these works, but it’s 
also a great driver of community spirit.  With such a diverse 
range of artists producing an even wider range of creations, 
the Arts Trail can bring communities together.  “In rural 
communities like ours, arts and culture is one of the best 
ways to sustain communities,” said regional resident, studio 
owner and artist, Ros Lawson. 

So, on the weekend of 25 and 26 March, come along and 
see what’s happening in your own backyard.  Look out 
for the signs and flags near the venues to help you get 
there. You can find heaps of information and a map on the 
website at www.artstrail.com.au, or pick up a brochure 
from any of the Shire service centres, galleries or your 
local shop. Make sure you get your wristband so everyone 
knows you’re a part of the Trail, and it helps us know how 
many people took part as well.  

Our specially trained Arts Trail Volunteers will be stationed 
at various studios across the weekend to help you out with 
information and directions.  

For more information go to www.artstrail.com.au or search 
Golden Plains Arts Trail on Facebook. We look forward to 
seeing you there!

http://www.artstrail.com.au
http://www.artstrail.com.au
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LOCAL LAW NOW OPERATIONAL
Under the Local Government Act 1989, Council has 
powers to make local laws with respect to any matter 
under which the Council has a function or power in.

The January Council meeting introduced the new Local Law 
No. 2 ‘General Public Amenity’ after review of the previous 
local law began in 2016, including community consultation. 

The Local Law covers matters including property, animals, 
disposal of waste, management of parking and livestock 
on roads. Council officers will work closely with the 
community to ensure that new Local Law requirements 
are clearly understood. Further information is available 
at www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au (search ‘Local Law’), or 
contact the Environment Services Team on 5220 7111.

YEAR OF THE DOG
Three generations of a local family were lucky enough to 
get their hands on the 2017 AFL Premiership cup recently. 

Staff from the Western Bulldogs visited the Council offices 
in December to discuss possible community initiatives. 
When it was discovered they had brought the silverware 
along, Council staff were quick to make contact with local 
supporters the Kelly family. 

As long-time Bulldogs supporters, the Kellys were thrilled 
to get their hands on the club’s first Premiership cup since 
1955. The Western Bulldogs are looking to grow their 
supporter base in western Victoria and will be playing their 
Round 22 match in Ballarat.

COMMUNITY GRANTS NOW OPEN
Applications for Council’s Community Grants Program are 
now open, and will close on 28 February 2017.

Community groups are eligible to apply for matching 
funding up to $5,000 for projects that provide outcomes for 
the benefit of the community. Applications can be made 
through Council’s website: www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/
communitygrants.

The last round of Community Grants saw a total value 
of $144,966 awarded to 47 different community groups 
across the Shire.

To discuss your application prior to submission please contact 
Paul, Community Recreation Officer on 5220 7220.

NEWS

http://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au
http://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/communitygrants
http://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/communitygrants
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yourCOMMUNITY

BANNOCKBURN COMMUNITY PLAN
The Community Planning Program’s aim is to strengthen 
local communities through volunteering and foster a 
sense of community spirit and pride. 

The Bannockburn Community Plan will be developed 
and actioned by community members. Residents can 
get involved by completing a survey by Wednesday 22 
February at www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/consultations 
or by attending the forum on 7 March, 6.30pm at 
Bannockburn Cultural Centre. At the forum, community 
attendees will decide on what projects will make up the 
Community Plan for the next three years.

For further information contact Nicole, Community 
Planning Facilitator, on 0432 558 119 or  
langtipconsults@bigpond.com

BANNOCKBURN TO HOST SKATE COMP
Bannockburn Skate Park will be up in lights as it hosts 
the Barwon South West Skate Park Series Competition on 
Friday 31 March from 4.30pm – 9.30pm. 

Young people are invited to join the 2017 TRACKS Program 
where they will be involved in the direct organisation of the 
competition. Participants will learn about event operations, 
media and promotions, judging and photography.

This youth-led event is supported by Golden Plains Shire 
Council and the YMCA Action Sports Team. 

To get involved in the TRACKS Program contact Sarah, 
Youth Development Officer, on 5220 7177 or email  
youth@gplains.vic.gov.au.

INVERLEIGH STRUCTURE PLAN
A new Structure Plan for Inverleigh will be prepared 
during 2017 in close consultation with the community. 

A structure plan establishes the basis for future land 
use planning decisions. It indicates a preferred layout of 
residential and other land uses based on a fifteen year 
outlook. 

The Inverleigh Structure Plan will examine the availability 
of residential land in Inverleigh and integrate key findings 
from flood studies and waste water plans.

An information flyer and survey will be mailed to Inverleigh 
residents who will have until March 24 to complete this 
survey. There will also be a listening post in Inverleigh in 
early March.

http://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/consultations
mailto:langtipconsults%40bigpond.com?subject=
http://youth@gplains.vic.gov.au
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YOURFAMILY

TOILET TRAINING INFO SESSION
Come along to this informative session about toilet 
training run by a skilled health professional. 

When: Monday 20 March from 6.15pm - 8.15pm

Where: Bannockburn Family Service Centre,  
 2A Pope St, Bannockburn. 

The session will include information on toilet training 
history and research, how to approach toilet training, the 
stages of toilet training, and troubleshooting toilet training 
issues and continence problems.

Please RSVP to earlyyears@gplains.vic.gov.au or call Lyndall 
on 5220 7230. Child care is available - bookings essential.

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
Drop in and ask Caroline, Maternal and Child Health 
Nurse, any questions you may have about your baby or 
child in an informal, friendly environment. 

When: Tuesday mornings 8.30-10.00am 

Where: Bannockburn Family Services Centre,  
 2A Pope Street, Bannockburn

No appointment needed! 

You are encouraged to come along, any questions or 
concerns are welcome. Caroline can talk with you about 
baby weight, children’s behaviour, breastfeeding advice, 
introducing solids or advice about toilet training. Caroline 
would love to see you!

HEALTHY FAMILIES PROGRAM
Our Healthy Families program is run by the Maternal and 
Child Health team to support local families. 

Each Term there are different sessions run throughout the 
Shire, ranging from activities for children to sessions on 
parenting strategies and advice.

Look out this Term for sessions on toilet training, fussy 
eating, bringing up great kids, music and movement and 
nature play. You can find out more about our Toilet Training 
session in the article below.

Further information about the program is available by 
emailing earlyyears@gplains.vic.gov.au

mailto:earlyyears%40gplains.vic.gov.au?subject=
mailto:earlyyears%40gplains.vic.gov.au?subject=
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yourhome

PLANNING YOUR DRIVEWAY
Did you know that you need a permit to construct a 
driveway? 

The section of driveway (also known as a crossover or 
vehicle crossing) between a property boundary and the 
kerb, edge of bitumen or gravel road, is the responsibility 
of the property owner.

All new and replacement driveway crossovers will need 
a Works within Road Reserve Permit. This permit can 
be obtained from our Customer Service Centres in 
Bannockburn or Linton or downloaded from our website. 

A permit fee applies, and you’ll need your permit before 
pouring concrete for the crossover section. You can find out 
more by searching ‘Driveways’ on the Council website.

RABBIT CONTROL AROUND YOUR PROPERTY
February is the optimal time to control rabbits because 
their numbers are at their lowest due to the availability 
of food. It is important that landholders act to control 
this pest to reduce its impact on agriculture and the 
environment. 

Rabbits can be controlled through poisoning, fumigation, 
blasting, ripping and other methods of harbour 
destruction. Shooting of rabbits should not be carried out 
in township areas.

Poisoning is usually very effective in quickly reducing rabbit 
numbers, but must be done in conjunction with fumigation 
and harbour destruction. The poison “1080” is a restricted 

Schedule 7 poison and can only be used by authorised 
persons and should not be used in township areas. 

Council carries out rabbit control on its land in February/
March each year using a combination of fumigation and 
warren blasting. Our weed control program also focuses on 
removal of woody weeds which provide harbour to rabbits.

For more information on rabbit control, search ‘pest 
animals’ at www.agriculture.vic.gov.au or contact Council’s 
Natural Resources Officer on 5220 7111.

http://www.agriculture.vic.gov.au
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COMMUNITYNOTICEBOARD

PREMIERS VOLUNTEER AWARD
Golden Plains resident Michael Weiser recently received a 
2016 Victoria Premiers Volunteer Champions Award at a 
ceremony held at Government House. 

Michael has been working with youth since 2000, when 
he founded Camp Awakenings, an Australian youth 
development program for Year Nine students. 

 Michael is recognised as a leader who works closely with 
youth and achieves tangible results in motivation, attitude, 
self-respect, leadership and more.

CAPE CLEAR SLOW NET YACHT RACE
The bi-annual Slow Net Yacht Race will be held at the Cape 
Clear recreation reserve on March 5, 12.30pm – 4.30pm. 

The race is a tribute to the famous Fast Net yacht race off 
Cape Clear Island, Ireland (a distance of 608 nautical miles!)  

This local version involves the use of two person ‘yachts’ 
traversing a course around the reserve. Winners have the 
privilege of have their names engraved on the handsome 
trophy which is displayed in the local hotel lounge. The Cape 
Clear school provides the yachts and outside entries  
are welcome.

Other activities include a bouncing castle, Devonshire tea, 
with soft drinks and ice creams available!  

More information is available from Craig Cook on 5342 2448.

ROOTS AND CULTURE FESTIVAL
The Roots Culture Festival, focuses on creative and  
healthy líving and will take place from 11am to 7pm on  
Sunday 12 February at Turtle Bend, Teesdale. 

With support from Council’s Community Grants program, 
 this free event is an opportunity to enjoy music, art, healthy 
food, market stalls, sustainable fashion and interactive 
workshops, all in a beautiful location.

It will feature a host of activities including youth performances, 
children’s creative play area, DJ Zare Demus (Jamaica), reggae 
band Rasta Unity , drumming, sustainable líving information, 
healthy orgànic food and wine, handcrafts, and much more.

Search ‘Roots Culture Festival’ on Facebook for information. 


