
 

 

FIRE PREVENTION IN GOLDEN PLAINS - FAQs  
Council has a role in ensuring our community is fire ready
Why does Council get involved with fire 
prevention? 

Golden Plains Shire has an obligation to contribute 
towards community fire safety. Council recognises the 
potential threat fire poses to the community and aims 
to reduce this threat by developing and implementing 
a Municipal Fire Management Plan and carrying out 
an annual program of works aimed at reducing fire 
risk across the community. 

Under the Country Fire Authority Act 1958, Council 
has a legal obligation to ensure the community’s risk 
associated with wildfire is reduced. Municipal Fire 
Prevention Officers have the powers of inspection and 
to issue Fire Prevention Notices. Council also has the 
legal right to do anything to remove a fire hazard on 
freehold land and recoup the costs. 

What is Council’s Municipal Fire Management 
Plan? 

The Golden Plains Shire Municipal Fire Management 
Plan aims to ensure individuals and organisations 
within Golden Plains are aware of potential fire risks 
and understand their role in mitigating these risks. 
Copies of the plan can be accessed on Council’s 
website at www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au  

What is Council’s Fire Hazard Inspection 
program? 

Council’s Municipal Fire Prevention Officers carry out 
inspections of private land within township and low 
density residential areas to assess properties for fire 
hazards. Properties that are deemed a risk to 
themselves or neighbours are issued with a Fire 
Prevention Notice detailing works to be undertaken to 
reduce the risk. Landholders are required to comply 
with the notice or Council will carry out the works on 
their behalf and pass the costs back to the owner. 
Council issues approximately 1000 notices annually.  

My neighbour’s property is a fire hazard! 

Please let us know if there is a property of concern to 
you. We will inspect the property and issue the owner 
with a Fire Prevention Notice if required. Council’s fire 
hazard inspection program is focused on reducing fuel 

loads immediately around your assets (house and 
outbuildings). 

 If the fire hazard you are concerned about on a 
neighbouring property falls outside this area, it is 
unlikely a Fire Prevention Notice will be issued. 

When is the Fire Danger Period? 

The Country Fire Authority (CFA) introduces Fire 
Restrictions (Fire Danger Period) for all private land in 
Golden Plains Shire over the summer period each 
year. During this period residents are required to 
obtain a permit to burn in the open air. Start and end 
dates vary from year to year and once declared can be 
found on these websites: CFA (www.cfa.vic.gov.au) 
and Council (www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au). 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Trees are not the main factor in increasing fire 
intensity and spread. Fine fuels include grass, 
leaves, bark and twigs smaller than the diameter 
of your little finger are the major contributor to 
fire intensity and spread. 

 

Does Council remove dangerous trees from 
roadsides? They may fall and block my escape 
route. 

Council’s Works Department undertakes assessment 
of dangerous trees on roadsides and removes those 
that are deemed at risk of becoming a road safety 
issue.  It is not possible to guarantee that no trees will 
fall across roads on days of high fire danger.  This is 
why you should ensure that if you are going to leave 
your home on days of high fire danger, you should 
allow yourself time to deal with any unexpected 
events. 
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The Council doesn’t cut my roadside! 

Council slashes all accessible roadsides within 
township areas in the lead up to the fire season. In 
rural areas, sealed roads are slashed between the 
white posts. Gravel roads are not slashed. Where late 
season rain causes significant regrowth, Council may 
undertake a second round of roadside slashing. 

In addition to these fire prevention works, Council’s 
parks and gardens teams regularly mow areas within 
townships along major thoroughfares to maintain 
town amenity and reduced fuel loads.  

My roadside is a fire hazard! What can I do? 

Council’s fire hazard inspection program focuses on 
protecting your house and outbuildings by providing a 
fuel reduced area around these assets as per CFA 
guidelines. You must have permission from Council 
before undertaking removal of native vegetation on a 
roadside. 

Within townships, Council cuts roadsides in the lead 
up to the fire season. In rural areas, sealed roads get a 
single cut to the white posts. Gravel roads are not cut.  

The CFA conducts roadside fuel reduction burning in 
strategic areas to create fuel reduced zones to help 
control wildfires. 

Can I remove firewood from a roadside? 

Council does not permit the removal of firewood from 
roadsides. 

Removal of firewood does not remove fine fuels 
which are the main contributor to fire intensity and 
spread and therefore removal of firewood contributes 
very little to reducing the impact of wildfire. 

The Council reserve in my town is a fire hazard. 

Council carries out inspections of all their properties 
for fire hazards each year and works are undertaken 
to reduce this risk. If there is a particular Council 
reserve of concern to you, contact Council’s Municipal 
Fire Prevention Officer. 

What about the Crown Land/Parks land behind 
my property? 

The Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP) carries out a program of slashing 
and fuel reduction burning on Crown Land every year 
to reduce bushfire risk. Within the Golden Plains Shire 
area this DELWP fuel reduction program is governed 
by the Midlands Fire Operations Plan. The community 
can contact DELWP at any time on 13 61 86 to discuss 
concerns about bushfire risk on public land and have 

input into the Fire Operations Plan. The 3 year Fire 
Operations Plan is published in August each year and 
can be found on the DELWP website.  

Do I need a Council Planning Permit to remove 
native vegetation for fire protection? 

Under the 10/30 rule, landowners can remove native 
trees within 10 metres of a dwelling and all fine fuels 
within 30 metres without the need for a Planning 
Permit. This does not include roadsides. If you are in 
any doubt about the works you are planning to do, 
contact Council’s Planning Department for advice.  

Is Council developing Community Information 
Guides? 

Community Information Guides (CIG); previously 
known as Township Protection Plans, have been 
developed by the CFA with Council assistance. They 
can be found on the CFA website 
(www.cfa.vic.gov.au). Contact the CFA for more 
information about a CIG for your town. 

Is Council providing Neighbourhood Safer Places 
- Places of Last Resort? 

Council has established six Neighbourhood Safer 
Places in Golden Plains Shire at: 

• Cape Clear Recreation Reserve 

• Dereel – on Dereel-Rokewood Junction Road 

• Haddon Recreation Reserve 

• Ross Creek Community Hall 

• Smythesdale Recreation Reserve 

• Linton Recreation Reserve 

I need more information about preparing my 
property for fire. 

The CFA has some excellent resources available to 
assist residents in preparing their homes for fire. 
Check out their website (www.cfa.vic.gov.au) or 
contact the CFA Community Education Coordinator at 
your local CFA Regional Office. 

Contacting Council 

If you require any further information, contact the 
Golden Plains Shire Municipal Fire Prevention Officer 
on the details below. 
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