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Reasons for Objection

We object to the granting of the permit on the following grounds.

1. Health Issues

2. Air and Water Pollution

3. Detrimental to Tourism

4. Went to mediation 15 years ago

Effect on the Objector

Our property is situated opposite the proposed boar station piggery.
With the extra number of pigs come a big lagoon and more effluent to be
treated and spread across the land. The offensive smell would
constantly be in the air and would even hit the township of Lethbridge.
With the piggery being situated on the Midland Highway, people driving
through the area would only know it as a town that smelled instead of a
town with beautiful wineries and breathtaking views of the valley.

We are very concerned about any excess water in wet years that may
run off into the creek and our dam which then runs into the town lake (
swimming pool ). This water may contain effluent and the Moorabool
River could also be degraded the same way, with many who fish off the
bank no longer able to do so.

Lethbridge is a town that has grown in size in the last few years with
many coming from the cities to enjoy that “country lifestyle”. Over the
years many wineries have been established around the area bringing
with them employment and tourist dollars, while neither being offensive
or intrusive to their surroundings. These tourists would not come if all
they could smell was effluent in the air.
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Our son has an asthma condition which is triggered by impurities in the
air. With the constant smell in the air would not help him or many others
who have breathing difficulties.

When this went to mediation 15 years ago, the company was made to
truck the effluent out, which worked very well for all. We are not against
having more boars but need the effluent to be trucked out as it has been.

We feel if this permit was allowed to go ahead, people would no longer
choose to make Lethbridge their home.

People would no longer move here for that “fresh country air and
lifestyle”

Signed
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nting of Planning Permit P02-102a

22 March 2018

Golden Plains Shire Planning Dept. re:
Application # P02-102a !
3140 Midland Hwy., Lethbridge E i
Piggery Expansion ' Resder(s) '
Chris Richards (Pork Storks) P Ref

Applicant is seeking to DOUBLE the number of pig boars held on the property and
change the method of dealing with the wastes produced.

This is in contravention of the VCAT mediated agreement he entered into with myself
and over 140 additional Lethbridge residents in June of 2003.
VCAT subsequently issued order P2724/2002 to GPS to issue a permit with these
conditions:
«  Number of pig boars to be no greater than 200
« That air scrubbers must be provided to the piggery shed to process and treat
air discharges to minimize any odour generated from use, such that there is
NO odour from the piggery off-site.
+  There shall be NO lagoon to collect and store piggery wastes
«  All waste to be collected and stored in sealed sump tank and piping with
venting via shed through air scrubbers
»  Waste to be removed from the site by vacuum extraction tanker fortnightly,
with maximum period of 21 days.
« That all piggery waste generated from ANY activities on the land must NOT
be placed on the land or on any other land within 10km of the intersection of
Russell St. and the Midland Hwy. Lethbridge
« All waste must be contained within the piggery and/or transported off site
and must NOT result in run-off of contaminated waste into any surface
waters or contaminate any groundwater
+  Further conditions stipulate vehicle ingress. parking, landscaping, soil
removal, and other conditions that were not disputed by the objectors, Chris
Richards, or GPS

There has been only a single breach of these conditions, above, during the
approximately 15 years of operation, that [ am aware of. In this case, it was

only wet and rotting, chook manure was spread upon the paddocks.

The stench was awful!

It was difficult to be outside and you had to keep all windows closed.

If they had spread pig manure, it would have been even worse.

Since that was cleaned up, there have been no further incidents, that | am aware of.
We, the residents of Lethbridge have co-existed since then with Pork Storks amicably.

Pg 1
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In the 15 years since this agreement the number of homes and the people living in close
proximity to Pork Stork's property has increased substantially. All the reasons for the

conditions above to be required are now even more critical, and any further breach will

disrupt the lives of many more Lethbridge residents.

Any establishment of an open air lagoon to collect and store the wastes, and

spreading of the wastes upon the land presents huge risks in the case of a large rain
event to cause runoff of effluent across several other farming enterprises' land and

into either or both Bruces Creek or the Mooroobool River which is already

significantly stressed.

So that we can maintain amicable relations, and so that our natural amenity be protected,
the storage and disposal of all piggery wastes as detailed in the VCAT order must be
continued.

Pork Storks has been in operation for over 14 years and presumably has been profitable
with the conditions stipulated in our VCAT agreement that protect the environment and
local amenity. If they now believe that there is demand for a production increase of up
to double, they should continue to be profitable while maintaining these conditions.

If all conditions relating to waste collection, storage, and disposal are continued, we
would be open to discussion about the total number of pig boars.

pg 2
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SUBMISSION / OBJECTION TO
GRANTING A PLANNING PERMIT

Planning and Environment Act 1987

Before completing this form, it Is recommended you inspect the planning
permit application online or at a Customer Service Centre,

7= Xeasli

GOLDEN PLAINS SHIRE
Golden Plains Shire Councll
Bannockburn -
2 Pope Street, Bannockbum
Linton =
88 Sussex Streat, Linton
M: PO Box 111

Bannockburn, Victoria 3331
P: (03) 5220 7111
F: (03) 5220 7100
E: enguirie:
W: www.goldenplains. vic.gov.au

sifdgplains.vic.gov.au
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Attach additional pages If required

Are there any changes that could be made to the proposal to address your concerns? Yes O ne

If yes, what changes would you suggest that would meet your concerns:

= EXNL

IMPORTANT NOTES ABOUT SUBMISSIONS / OBJECTIONS TO PERMIT APPLICATIONS

1. This form Is to help you make an objection to an application In a way which complies with the Planning and
Environment Act 1987, and which can be readlly understood by the responsible authority. There Is no requirement
under the Act that you use any particular form.

2. Make sure you clearly understand what is proposed before you make an objection. You should inspect the
application at the responsible authority's office.

3. Tomake an objection you should clearly complete the delails on this form and lodge it with the responsible authority
as shown on the Public Notice - Application for Planning Permit.

An objection must state the reasons for your objection; and state how you would be affected if a permit is granted.

The respongible authority may reject an application which it conslders has been made primarily to secure or
maintain a direct or Indirect commercial advantage for the objector. In this case, the Act applies as If the
objection had not been made.

6. Please be aware that coples of objections/submissions received may be made avallable to any person for the
purpose of consideration as part of the planning process In accordance with the Planning & Environment Act 1987.

7. Toensure the responsible authority considers your objection, make sure that the authority receives it by the date
shown In the notice you were sent or which you saw In a newspaper or on the website.

If you object before the responsible authority makes & declsion, the authority will tell you its decision.

If despite your objection the responsible authority decides to grant the permit, you can appeal against the
decision. Detalls of the appeal procedures are set out on the back of the Notice of Decision which you will receive.
An appeal must be made on a prescribed form (obtainable from the Victorian Clvil and Administrative Tribunal)
and accompanied by the prescribed fee. A copy must be given to the responsible authority. The closing date
for appeals Is 21 days of the responsible authority glving notice of its decislon.

10. If the responsible authority refuses the application, the applicant can also appeal. The provisions are set out on
the Refusal of Planning Application which will be Issued al that time.

Golden Plains Shire Privacy Btatement
The Golden Plains Shire considers thet the responaible handling of personal informetion Is a key aspect of democratic governance, end is
strongly committed to protecting &n Individusl's right to privacy.
Council wili comply with the Information Privacy Principles es set out in the Privacy and Date Protection Act 2014.
Council has in place & standard operating proceture that sels out the requiremants for the management and handling of personal information.

If you have any querles regarding this Privacy Statement, please contact the Privacy Officer on 03 5220 7111.
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The river stops, the sink hole
sucking its life away.

This lifeless section severs
upstream from down.

That's not good. Rivers must flow,
they must link to the sea.

After it bypasses the quary, the
river picks up again with water
pumped into a concrete channet,

1t’s not natural and wasn't always
like this.

Steve Powell grew up at the river. it
was his playground.

Eyes light up as he recails the river
of his youth and the piatypus and the
trout and the eel and the water rats.

The Moorabool remains the
Batesford man's passion.

He has documented its demise.

And he can't believe it. A paradise
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it. A paradise lost’

The authorities have set priorities for the river's
management which include preserving areas
where there are resident fish populations and the
number of platypus in other parts of the river is on
the rise.
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So now the Moorabool dribbles to dust.

What price a river, hey?
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SUBMISSION / OBJECTION TO
GRANTING A PLANNING PERMIT

Planning and Environment Att 1987

\
. . i | | . .
Before completing this form, itis recommended you inspect the planning

permit application online or at a Customer Service Cer,\%e, AR 901
/ 4 J

SO OO 37

GOLDEN PLAINS SHIRE
Golden Plains Shire Council
Bannockburn -
7 Pope Street, Bannockburn
Li&ﬂon -
68|Sussex Street, Linton
M:|PO Box 111

{Bannockburn, Victoria 3331
P: [03) 5220 7111
F: {03) 5220 7100
E: lv uiriesgdgplains. vic gov.au

W: Www.goldenplains vic.gov.au

|

YOUR DETAILS:

DETAILS OF THE PERMIT APPLICATION YOU ARE RESPONDING TO:

Application Number:

Lo

Dm0 ~7
FO - (O

el ) o

- 4 j’,‘ - ) Qrins . DA
Cl ZaRY I )

o

Description of Proposal: R ’{ ; -

Name of Applicant:

9]
‘_F\ te (')c‘«

Address of Subject Land:/i o ; ] . ‘ pane 2 //

et "1 1] '77‘1’4 j

i

A ,/: 7 ; H o

DETAILS OF SUBMISSION / OBJECTION:

(State reasons for objection and how you would be affected by the granting of a planning permil)

-7 e - o f{Lf\!L - ,.(

Continued - see over
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DETAILS OF SUBMISSION / OBJECTION: Continued

Attach additional pages if required

Are there any changes that could be made to the proposal to address your concerns? Yes & no O

If yes, what changes would you suggest that would meet your concerns:

AL *fyz " ] ’;"\"-"“ . _/’6‘-1 ‘!"-"."7\ a “\( \Jk'__-LT_ -

10.

4
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Date: | 52~ |

IMPORTANT NOTES ABOUT SUBMISSIONS / OBJECTIONS TO PERMIT APPLICATIONS

This form is to help you make an objection to an application in a way which complies with the Planning and
Environment Act 1987, and which can be readily understood by the responsible authority. There is no requirement
under the Act that you use any particular form.

Make sure you clearly understand what is proposed before you make an objection. You should inspect the
application at the responsible authority's office.

To make an objection you should clearly complete the details on this form and lodge it with the responsible authorily
as shown on the Public Notice - Application for Planning Permit.

An objection must state the reasons for your objection; and state how you would be affected if a permit is granted,

The responsible authority may reject an application which it considers has been made primarily to secure or
maintain a direct or indirect commercial advantage for the objector. In this case, the Act applies as if the
objection had not been made.

Please be aware that copies of objections/submissions received may be made available to any person for the
purpose of consideration as part of the planning process in accordance with the Planning & Environment Act 1987.

To ensure the responsible authority considers your objection, make sure that the aulhority receives it by the date
shown in the notice you were sent or which you saw in a newspaper or on the website.

If you object before the responsible authority makes a decision, the authority will tell you its decision.

If despite your abjection the responsible authority decides to grant the permit, you can appeal against the
decision. Delails of the appeal procedures are set out on the back of the Notice of Decision which you will receive.
An appeal must be made on a prescribed form (obtainable from the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal)
and accompanied by the prescribed fee. A copy must be given to the responsible authority. The closing date
for appeals is 21 days of the responsible authority giving notice of its decision.

If the respensible authority refuses the application, the applicant can also appeal. The provisions are set out on
the Refusal of Planning Application which will be issued at that time.

Golden Plains Shire Privacy Statement

The Golden Plains Shire considers that the responsible handling of personal infarmation is a key aspect of democralic govermarnce, and is
strongly committed to protecting an individual’s right to privacy.

Council will comply with the Information Privacy Principles as set oul in the Privacy and Dala Protection Act 2014

Council has in place a standard operaling procedure that sets out the requirements for the management and handling of personal informalion

If you have any queries regarding this Privacy Stalement, please contact the Privacy Officer an 03 5220 7111
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18" March 2018
To the Planning Department

Golden Plains Shire

We refer to the “Application for an Amendment to a Planning Permit” Ref. No. PO2-102A.

We were very concerned when we reviewed a letter, received by a Lethbridge resident from Agribiz
Engineering, regarding the proposed Amendment to Pork Storks Australia P/L earlier Planning Permit.

We are opposed to the application for the following reasons:

It totally ignores the ruling from previous VCAT hearing (P2724/2002) on the initial planning
application (P02-102), that Pork Storks were allowed only to establish a 200 boar facility with
NO EFULUENT PONDS and were NOT permitted to spread the waste onto the nearby paddocks
because of the possible environmental ramifications. This ruling took into account the fears
the Lethbridge citizens regarding effluent runoff into the Moorabool River, which is one of the
most stressed rivers in the state, and the smells which will be blown toward nearby residents
and business (including winery cellar doors).

Further, the application should be viewed as a new permit application, not an amendment,
given the scope of the proposal (doubling the number of pigs and installing affluent ponds.
e

Given the experiences we have had in the past regarding the smell of chicken manure when
spread onto paddocks, we should not have to be subject to further application of manure,

including pig manure.
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