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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

Golden Plains Shire spans the Traditional lands of the 
Wadawurrung and Eastern Maar Peoples. 

Council acknowledges them as the Traditional Owners and 
Custodians and pays its respects to both Wadawurrung and 
Eastern Maar Elders past, present and emerging. 

Council extends that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander People who are part of Golden Plains Shire. 

Image: Sunset over Bunjil’s Lookout in Maude, Wadawurrung 
Country.





BARRY WEMYSS 

With so much to celebrate, I 
want to make special mention 
of the incredible support Golden 
Plains Shire Council provides for 
our communities wellbeing, in 
which art and culture is a key 
factor. To support, invest, foster 
artistic careers and present the 
work of our artists in such a 
way is recognition of the Shire’s 
unwavering commitment to its 
citizens. 

Granted the opportunity to 
co-curate the inaugural Golden 
Spaces Exhibition with fellow 
artist Ros Bosnar and Shire 
Support Officers has been a 

privilege; for my eternal itch is to 
provide opportunities for artists 
of all genres, that through 
their work, they may speak 
with an impassioned voice to 
a tentative audience, whereby 
the viewer may recognize the 
many benefits art offers their 
community and the individual. 

With concern for nature and 
the human condition, I selected 
a range of artists from well 
established to emerging, where 
each, in their own voice, portrays 
a visual language informed 
by research and personal 
connections interweaving 
chosen subjects that fashion a 
narrative for all to ponder and 
enjoy.

Barry Wemyss

Exhibit curator 
Photo by Kenzie Dowler
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ROS BOSNAR

It was a huge surprise to be 
asked by the Council Arts 
Department to choose a 
number of artists to be featured 
in the newly created arts 
exhibition area at Bannockburn 
Cultural Centre, the Well at 
Smythsdale and the Golden 
Plains Civic Centre exhibition 
space. 

This is a wonderful opportunity 
for our established artists, and 
our many emerging artists yet 
to be acknowledged for their 
amazing artistic abilities.

It has been a pleasure to be 
able to present these artists and 
I know there are many, many 
more hard-working artists who 
deserve to be recognised by our 
community.

It was an honour and huge 
shock to have been firstly 
nominated and then chosen 
as Senior Citizen of the Year for 
2023. There are many volunteers 
within our community who 
work tirelessly to assist Council 
in keeping our Shire a happy 
and healthy place to live. 

From personal health issues, I 
have learnt that a key role in a 
positive outcome in the effort 
to maintain a healthy life is to 
include positive activities. I am 
fortunate that the members 
of my local art group have 
provided support for me over 
20+ years. 

To be involved in this project 
is a very happy experience 
and the support from the 
“Golden Spaces” team has 
been delightful. It has not 
been an easy choice, as we are 
fortunate in our Shire to have 
unlimited talent. I hope to be 
able to support and nurture 
talent through our Shire into 
the coming years and I’m 
appreciative of the support 
being given and look forward to 
the exhibitions to come.
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Ros Bosnar

Exhibit curator 
Photo by Jemma Mizzi 
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DISCLAIMER

All information is accurate 
at time of printing and may 
change at any time without 
notice. 

All sales enquiries must be 
directed to the artists with the 
contact details provided. 

All opinions or statements 
expressed or implied in the 
artworks are those of the artists 
and not those of the Golden 
Plains Shire Council.

SCAN QR CODE  
TO VIEW COUNCIL’S 
WEBSITE 
Further information is 
available online.

EXHIBIT LOCATIONS

Bannockburn Cultural Centre  
27 High Street, Bannockburn

The Well
19 Heales Street, Smythesdale

Golden Plains Civic Centre 
2 Pope Street, Bannockburn


