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Golden Plains Shire Council

The Local Government Act 2020 
requires that a Council Plan be 
prepared and adopted by 31 October 

and that Council must address the 
strategic planning principles outlined 

Council Plan and other strategic 
plans. The Plan plays a key role in 

Council for the Council term and 
ensuring an integrated approach is 
taken to planning, monitoring and 

the Corporate Planning Framework 
as provided below).

The Council Plan has been 
informed by extensive community 
engagement and expands on the 
four Themes of the Community 
Vision - Community, Liveability, 
Sustainability and Prosperity with 

in Leadership. The Themes and 

framework for Golden Plains Shire 

The Council Plan 2021-2025 is Council’s commitment to  
delivering on the dreams and aspirations outlined in the  
Golden Plains Shire Community Vision 2040.

Time Period

Community Vision

Council Plan
MPHWP Plan
Municipal Strategic Statement
Other Strategic Plans

Strategies

Service Plans
GPS Community Plans

Masterplans and growth plans

Golden Plains Shire Council



Community Connections

Project Outline:
Our aim is to further strengthen opportunities for our community 
to come together, increase local participation and a sense of 
community pride.  This is also important given the increase in 
newer residents in our area. 

Community Working Bees: identified and promoted in a
allowing people to focus on specific jobs, with a morning tea or 
lunch included.

Provide support to enhance the monthly market providing 
children's arts activities, music, public information 
activities, and providing residents with a free market stall 
every 6 months. 
Support to the Smythesdale Arts and Music Fiesta. 
A community event around the Easter break.
It is also proposed that we research the idea/feasibility of a 
major community event, with similar profile to the Bush 
riders’ Cup that occurred until recently.

Sustainability: We will monitor different funding opportunities to 
strengthen these activities wherever possible, and only draw on 
this fund in circumstances where no other funding option exists. 

Benefit to community: Additional activities will increase 
opportunities for Smythesdale community members to come 
together, meet and enjoy activities in each other’s company. These 
activities will help draw our community together and help build 
community spirit that supports community collaboration, 
resilience, and connection. 

SEED funding a located to this projject: $5,500

Arts and Town Beautification Local

Project Outline:
Smythesdale is a beautiful, old community of great physical and 
cultural interest. We propose to further enhance these strengths 
through support to different town beautification efforts and art 
initiatives.

Activities proposed include:
Provide specific support for the commissioning of a sculpture 
to be installed at the Smythesdale Gardens on the tree 
stump in the car park. This initiative will be co-funded by the 
Smythesdale Progress Association. 
Refurbishment of signs at town entrances. 

SEED funding al ocated to this projject: $1,50000

The study area considers the towns of Scarsdale 
and Newtown as part of an integrated catchment 

infrastructure of Smythesdale. Scarsdale is linked 
to Newtown to the south and Smythesdale to the 
north. Newtown has no township of its own.

and Smythes Creek are also considered in the 
study area, however these are likely to have 

proximity and commuter linkages into Ballarat for 
work and other services. 

Smythesdale to be 312. 

The Smythesdale Urban Design Framework, 2006 

Purpose

The Smythesdale Structure Plan Background 
Report (this report) has been prepared to ensure 
that the Smythesdale Structure Plan is well 

as the Structure Plan is prepared.

The Structure Plan will consider future land uses 

whilst maintaining the appeal and unique features 
of the town. 

Project which provides concept plans for 

stretch of Brooke Street from Verdon Street to the 

Smythesdale is one of two towns in Golden Plains 
Shire that is sewered (since 2013), providing 
the opportunity for some medium density 
allotments within the sewer district. Smythesdale 

Ballarat.

The Smythesdale Structure Plan will: 
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SMYTHESDALE 
STRUCTURE PLAN November 2021

BACKGROUND REPORT

Community Planning is a process that brings people together to consider 
issues and take action to improve their community. Community 
members develop a plan that outlines projects they will undertake to 
make their town a better place to live.  

Golden Plains Shire Council supports Community Planning Program by 
providing an external professional facilitator to assist communities 
through the process, as well as providing seed funding to support the 
implement plan.  

Currently 23 communities across the Shire are working to make their 
townships even better places to live through community planning.  To 
learn more about community planning visit: 

https://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/residents/my-
community/community-services/community-planning

Local residents, known as Community Coordinators, volunteer their time to 
coordinate the development and implementation of the Smythesdale 
community plan for their community.   

Are you interested in working with us to achieve our 
community plan outcomes?

Would you like to volunteer for any of the projects in our plan 
or become a volunteer community coordinator? 

We would love to hear from you, please contact one of our volunteer 
community coordinators:  

Bill MacNeill 
0409 145 267  billandruth59@optusnet.com.au  

Lin Hocking-Turnbull
0448 527 123 or  lingra48@bigpond.com

Graham Turnbull 
0409 405 391 or  lingra48@bigpond.com

Dennis Ross  
0418 503938 or  denisslross@gmail.com

The process for developing this plan was based in recognition that 
Smythesdale has changed significantly over recent years, with many new 
residents coming into our community.  

We saw this as an opportune moment to think again about how we share 
information within our community, and to also provide an opportunity for 
newer community members to contribute to the discussion of what 
would make Smythesdale an even better place to live.  

Covid-19 related restrictions also required new ways of communicating in 
the process of developing our plan. In response, we decided to initiate a 
number of different approaches to try and reach as broad a cross-section 
of our community as possible.  

We firstly arranged for a survey to be mailed to all households, which was 
supported by Golden Plains Shire. We also set up the Smythesdale 
Community Planning Facebook page, which now has more than 140 
members. Within the survey, we also distributed contact details of the 
community members behind this process, to allow for people to just call 
and discuss their issues of interest. 

From these different strands of information, we have prepared this plan 
as an effort to best reflect overall community perspectives, and to also 
help strengthen our community. 

The Smythesdale community has a long history of working together.
The Monthly Market, the Arts and Music Fiesta, and the vibrant 
Woady Yaloak Historical society are some of the higher profile 
activities where we come or have come together in the past.  

More recently we have established a Smythesdale Community 
Facebook page where residents share ideas about what matters to 
them. 

Given the growth in our community 
, we believe that it is more important than ever for the 

Smythesdale community to come together and hear each other’s 
opinions on what matters most.
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CONCEPT MASTERPLAN
Smythesdale Gardens Reserve
(former Smythesdale Botanic Gardens)

1:500 @ A1 

Date: 17/02/16

Drawing No: 15 49 LC01

Revision: B

File Name: 1549Smythesdale gardens concept.indd

PROPOSED ACTION PLAN

CONCEPT MASTERPLAN

1. Remove Monterey Cypress trees (Trees 15-19, 20, 21, 24 
& 26) along north & west side of events space, and replant 
with fast-growing shade trees (eg Wattles) for quick shade, 
and long-lived evergreens (eg conifers). Mass-plant small 
areas around picnic area nodes to provide shelter and 
privacy. Construct perimeter path and gravel picnic area 
nodes (see 5 below), 

2.
including tree removal and deadwooding, relocating seats 
from under high-risk trees.

3. Create a linking pathway between the camping area and 
toilets/BBQ area.

4. Creating a direct pathway link to the Rail Trail.

5. Create a gravel perimeter pathway linking picnic areas and 
gravel picnic areas ‘nodes’ of varying sizes for large and 
small groups, with tables and benches. 

6. Construct two additional picnic shelters for tent campers 
and other garden users. 

7. Upgrade grassed area for events as demand requires.

8. Develop attractive shaded lawn area adjacent to SS 
Monterey as an alternative picnic space.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
www.perrymills.com.au
0428 848 646        
perry@perrymills.com.au

Kikuyu grass

Proposed Path
Concrete pavers or ceramic tiles

Evergreen Trees (Conifers, Native) 

Proposed Trees

High, Medium Risk Trees

KEY

Picnic Area Node

Irrigated Lawn

Screen Planting

 Deciduous Trees

9. Install gates and bollards to manage vehicle access to event space.

10. 

11. Screen planting between the camping area and event space.

12. Locate the memorial seats along the perimeter path and install 
interpretive signage regarding the history of the gardens, and the 

13. Relocate and screen rubbish bins.

14. Remove the fence around the playground to open up visual 
connection to the carpark. Pland shrubs and trees around the carpark 
as a windbreak.

15. Creatively respond to tree removals, creating themed sculptures as 
the opportunity arises.

16. Undertake drainage improvements of low-lying areas.

17. Create rest area at rail trail entry with signage, water tap and seat.

18. Prepare landscape plan for staged replanting of senescent and high-
risk trees, starting with replanting trees on the north side of the events 

19. Potential location of ornamental garden beds, design and extent to be 
determined (potentially part of the landscape plan brief noted above). 
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Tree/s Location: Smythesdale Gardens, VIC 3351 

Completed for: Golden Plains Shire 

Inspection date: 18, 19 & 20 April 2023 

Date of report: 11 May 2023 

Prepared by: Jimmy Ross, Consulting Arborist  

Diploma of Arboriculture, Fairfield Polytechnic (Level 5)

Phone:  0415 944 987 

Email: info@treecareconsulting.com.au

ACN: 637 683 339 

ABN: 14 637 683 33

Arboricultural Hazard Assessment. The Grace McKellar Centre, 45-95 Ballarat Road, North 
Geelong, VIC 3215

5. TREE AUDIT
For the purposes of the audit, trees have been given a colour code to indicate priority.  The
following timeframes for work to be completed apply to these priorities:

Low 12 months 

Moderate 3 months 

High 1 month 

The colour code within the audit corresponds with the tree numbering on the provided site 
map. 

5. TREE LOCATIONS



@GPSCouncilNews

GoldenPlainsShire

goldenplains.vic.gov.au

2 Pope Street, Bannockburn, VIC 3331
19 Heales Street, Smythesdale, VIC 3351

PO Box 111, Bannockburn, VIC 3331

CUSTOMER HUB HOURS
Golden Plains Civic Centre, Bannockburn

The Well, Smythesdale
5220 7111
enquiries@gplains.vic.gov.au

lovegoldenplains

GoldenPlainsMayor


