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ITEM setback  
distance (M)

BUILDING

Wastewater field up-slope of building 6

Wastewater field down-slope of building 3

ALLOTMENT BOUNDRY

Wastewater field up-slope of adjacent lot 6

Wastewater field down-slope  
of adjacent lot

3

SERVICES

Water supply pipe 3

Potable supply channel  
(wastewater field up slope)

100

Potable supply channel  
(wastewater field down slope)

20

Gas 3

Underground water tank 15

ITEM setback  
distance (M)

SERVICES (continued)

Stormwater drain 6

Swimming pool 6

Cutting / escarpment 15

Surface

Dam or reservoir (potable, includes  
water for food production)

300

Stream, river, waterways  
(potable water supply catchment)

100

Dam or reservoir  
(stock and non potable)

60

Stream or channel  
(continuous or ephimeral non-potable)

60

Groundwater BORE

Potable or non-potable 20

https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-community/environmental-
information/water/about-wastewater/onsite-wastewater-systems
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Conventional Septic System Package Treatment Plant

Generally does not require power, unless the 
effluent needs to be pumped.

Requires a continual supply of power.

Limited maintenance - a de-sludge every 3-5 years, 
depending on use.

Requires regular maintenance – serviced once 
every 3 months, annual water sample test and  
a de-sludge every 3-5 years, depending on use.

Information on this fact sheet is not intended to favour one system over another.

Check with manufacturers for specific details and your local environmental health practitioner  
(EHP or EHO: Environmental Health Officer) for suitability when choosing a new system for your house.  

Generally costs between $15,000 - $20,000.Generally costs between $10,000 & $15,000.
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Phone:   (03) 5220 7111
Email:     enquiries@gplains.vic.gov.au
Website: www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au
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