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‘When subscriptions were called to support the erection of a memorial to the local fallen soldiers
during the Great War, Alfred duly responded. In 1928 Alfred was appointed Chairman of the newly
formed school committee.

Alfred Ernest Wells was a member of the Meredith Masonic Lodge. He was a pallbearer for a fallen
brother in 1924, at which time he held the position of “W. M.” As a “Worshipful Master’, Alfred was
a senior officer of the lodge.

In 1930 the Country Roads Board decided to widen and realign the main thoroughfare from Geelong
to Ballarat. In Meredith, the 90° angle of the corner of Wallace and Sutherland Streets was redesigned
to a curve. To accommodate this restructure, part of the Wells property was forcibly acquired on 9
October 1930. It is thought that the funds provided to Alfred Wells allowed him the opportunity to
increase the size of his family home. According to the Meredith History Interest Group, Alfred and
his family moved into the Meredith township in 1925 so their children could easily to school. Itis a
15km trip from Bamganie to Meredtih, after which, in 1930, they relocated the second house from the
Wells family farm “Castlewood” at Bamganie, south of Meredith and renovated the interior of both
houses so that they functioned as one house intemally, thus increasing the overall value of the
property. It was very common for timber buildings to be relocated during the Victorian era, and there
are many examples of this in Meredith. The second home was likely to have been constructed circa
1900 at Bamganie, south of Meredith and moved to the back of the house at 4 Wallace St to enlarge
the front house in 1930 when the rateable value of the property increased substantially even though
the size of the land was diminished at that time. Facing Mercer Street, the second house joins the
west side of the original building by a central wall. Other renovations at this time included the walls
and ceilings of both houses being lined with cement sheet or masonite (with asbestos? which was
readily available in the 1930s).

By at least 1947 Alfred was an officer of the Rural Fire Brigade, holding the position of Lieutenant
and was tasked with the responsibility of equipment officer. During the 1950s he was a keen golfer,
as was his daughter Loma and he fulfilled the position of club president in 1949. Community
involvement continued when Alfred attended the Meredith RSL Ball with his wife Elsie and daughter
Lorna in 1954, Elsie and Lomma were photographed with other local ladies, watching the activities on
the dance fioor (Figure 24).

Alfred’s endeavours extended beyond these passions, and he followed the guidance of his father-in-
law by representing the people of Meredith and Bannockbum on the local council. Alfred was a
successful candidate in the Bannockburn Municipal elections in August 1946, representing the
Meredith Riding. Continuing as a councillor for many years, Alfred was elected as Bannockbum
Shire President in September 1953 and was granted an allowance of £90. Alfred retired from local
council activities in 1955 and died in 1972,

The last Wells family member, Lionel lived all his life in Meredith, ran a business as a carter and
continued to live there as a bachelor until he died in 2021. Today the private residence is vacant and
has been vandalised with floor boards removed via closed windows rendering many of them broken.

(Criteria A & H)

The homestead known as Contarf is aesthetically significant at a local level as a pair of buildings,
built in the Victorian Regency style and Federation Georgian style. This Regency style was mainly
used in NSW and Tasmania in the early 1800s and less common in Victoria which was settled after
1837. The architecture has an elegant plainness with simple forms and sparse classical details typical
of the Victorian Regency style. The significant Regency styled architectural elements of the building
include the symmetrical facade with encircling verandah, the low pitched hip roof, self supporting
concave corrugated iron verandah roof, twelve paned timber sash windows with fine timber glazing
bars, and the elegant timber valance between the decorative timber verandah columns and the elegant
timber fireplace surrounds. The upper parts of the weatherboard cladding, are very early, as ‘chew’
marks indicate some may have been locally steam milled or spot milled sawn timbers.
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The fabric and style which is typical of the 1880s late Victorian era ( indicating work which may have
been done when the cottage was repaired in 1884), include the moulded top of the unpainted rendered
chimney, the window and door frames, the colonnade of classical chamfered timber posts with timber
capitals, timber panelled front door with glazing to the highlight with the name of the house
“CLONTARF" hand painted on the glass,

The fabric and style which is typical of the Federation Georgian style includes the hipped roof clad in
galvanised corrugated iron, convex bull-nose verandah clad with galvanised corrugated iron, exposed
eaves rafters, unpainted red brick chimneys, symmeirical front facade, 2 pane double hung timber
windows, front doorway.

The views of the historic pair of houses as seen along Wallace Street is significant as a unique and
strong visual historic marker, particularly looking north along Wallace Street to the intersection of
Mercer st.

(Criterion E)
Notes:

The interior walls and ceilings of both houses appear to be lined with asbestos cement or masonite
sheets most likely installed in 1930 when the Wells family would have received compensation for a
large portion of their land. The 90 degree comner of Wallace and Sutherland Streets on the route
between Geelong and Ballarat was compulsorily acquired by the Country Roads Board to realign it
into a sweeping curve. Asbestos was first introduced into Australian homes in the 1920s being at its
peak in the 1940s. Although the interior has Victorian Regency styled timber fireplace surrounds
worthy of retention, overall the interior has been substantially altered with parts of the timber floors
having been removed recently and noting that the asbestos lining is unviable. Therefore the interior is
not recommended for heritage controls and it will not be discussed in detail in this report.

The infilled structure on the south elevation verandah of the pre 1884 house is not significant.

The former stables and buggy shed with timber paling roof cladding is in very poor to ruinous
condition and so it is recommended that measured drawings to scale 1:50 be cross-referenced to
detailed and annotated photos. After the submission of this documentation, to the satisfaction of the
Shire’s Heritage Advisor, a copyright free copy should be lodged at the local heritage society, as well
as Council and a demolition permit issued.
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The turn of the century coincided with a fitting recognition of Henry O'Brien’s civic standing
amongst the people of Meredith. In January 1900 Henry was appointed as a Justice of the
Peace (Advocale, 27 January 1900:17). Yet just four months later, Henry’s name was
tarnished when he was charged with ‘neglecting to advertise’ his license to sell gunpowder,
and for storing two different types of explosives together, rather than separately (Geelong
Advertiser, 9 May 1900:2).

As the local Justice of the Peace, Henry O'Brien was tasked with the responsibility of holding
inquiries into suspicious or unforeseen deaths of locals in the Meredith district. Henry
O’Brien investigated the death of an unnamed man in September 1901 (The Argus, 9
September 1901:9) and an inquiry into the demise of William Harper, aka Mick O’'Brien in
February 1902 (The Argus, 11 February 1902:7).

Henry O’Brien fell ill in 1905 and was admitted to St Vincent’'s Hospital in Melbourne. It was
in this facility that he passed away on 12 November 1905. Henry was laid to rest at the Kew
Cemetery two days later (Geelong Advertiser, 15 November 1905:1). Throughout his life,
Henry had acquired a large portfolio of real estate in Meredith. Some allotments were
original purchases of crown land - Allotments 1-8, Section 12 covering the entire block
bordered by Wallace, Staughton, Champ and Wilson Streets - were purchased on 20 April
1869. Many other properties were acquired from Meredith residents as they became
available.

During the process of preparing an assessment of Henry’s wealth in 1905 in readiness to
grant probate, valuator Frederick J. Plant compiled a comprehensive analysis of each parcel
of land owned by Henry at the time of his death. Plant described Crown Allotments 6, 7, 8
and 9, Section 2, Township of Meredith, as follows:

“Containing 2 acres of land which is enclosed with one ring-fence of post and 3 rail
maost of which is in fair order, on Allot 9 there is erected a very old dwelling containing
5 rooms construected of wood with iron roof and verandah, wooden pariitions, papered,
brick chimneys, the most of this building and the verandah require renovating. It is
insured for £120 and has been since 1884 (This building is occupied by the widow)
detached very old wooden kitchen with iron roof not lined. Insured for £10. At the rear
of the above, there is an enclosed wooden stable and buggy shed very old. Insured
for £20. Wooden fowl house, closet and pigsties, very old and of little value. There is
also a recently erected milking shed constructed of slabs with iron roof. Value £15.
Enclosed around the dwelling there is a small garden with pickets along the road
frontage. | noticed that the fencing on the property is about 8 ft over the building line. |
estimate the value of the property at Four Hundred Pounds £400" (VPRS 28/P0000
97/214, Figure 14).
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Alfred’s ownership of the property was brief. He sold to John Campbell of Meredith on 6
August 1923 (LV: V4584 F610). John Campbell was an unmarried man of 62 years when he
purchased the property. He was born in Warracknabeal in 1860 to Scottish parents, who
seftled at Cargarie, northwest of Meredith (VIC Births 14763/1860). John Campbell spent
most of his working life as a grazier, but in April 1923 was appointed as the Bannockburn
Shire pound keeper (Geelong Advertiser, 14 April 1923:12).

John Campbell met an unfortunate death the following year on 12 August 1924 (VIC Deaths
11302/1924). His body was found in a paddock, “Some distance from the township of
Meredith” (Geelong Advertiser, 14 August 1924:4). At the time of his death, the only piece of
real estate owned by John Campbell was the two-acre property at 4 Wallace Street,
Meredith. Consisting of “2 acres and 6 perches on which is erected a five roomed
weatherboard cottage with an outbuilding”, the property was valued at £275 — considerably
less than the assessment less than 20 years earlier when Henry O'Brien died. John
Campbell did not reside at this property prior to his death; instead, he rented it to Thomas
Rosser for 12/6 per week (VPRS 28/P0003 198/462). This assessment confirms that the
second building had not been added to the property before 1924.

Thomas Rosser was born in Haddon, Victoria in 1873 (VIC Births 19528/1873). He married
Catherine Donohue in 1911 but remained fatherless (VIC Marriages 8076/1911). Thomas
was a man of ‘advanced years’ when he attested for service with the Australian Imperial
Forces in February 1916. At this time Thomas and his wife were residents of Ballarat East,
whilst he worked as a miner. During his unblemished period of service, Thomas served on
the battlefields of France with the 39 Battalion. Thomas escaped injury, although he was
hospitalised in France in September 1918 due to debilitating rheumatic pain. It was
determined that Thomas was medically unfit and he returned to Australia three months later
for a medical discharge. Thomas Rosser attained the rank of Corporal by the time he was
eventually discharged from service on 2 January 1919 (AIF Personnel Dossiers).

After returning to Australia, Thomas and Catherine relocated to Meredith. Whilst renting the
property at 4 Wallace Street in 1924, Thomas was employed as a ‘repairer’ (Australian
Electoral Roll). Thomas and Catherine Rosser returned to Ballarat after the unexpected
death of John Campbell, where Thomas gained employment with the railways in 1925. The
electoral roll of 1926 shows their address as 9 Rice Street, Ballarat East. By 1929 the
Rosser couple moved to 259 Humffray Street, Ballarat. Thomas was employed in a gang of
four men working on the railway line near the Caledonian Bridge when a fatal accident
occurred. Tragically, Thomas was struck at high speed by the Melbourne train as it was
approaching Ballarat. Thomas Rosser had survived the French battlefields during the war
but was Killed instantly whilst working at ‘home’ (The Age, 25 April 1929:15).

After the death of John Campbell on 12 August 1924, the Ballarat Trustees Executors &
Agency Company Limited administered his estate.
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Alfred and Elsie raised their family at “Hillside” Cargerie, (Kruger,) and from 1925 in
Meredith, where electoral roll data up to 1937 shows Alfred’s occupation simply as a
labourer. On the electoral rolls between 1942 and 1972, Alfred declared he was a grazier.

Like his parents before him, Alfred involved himself in community and civic activities in
Meredith. Historically, sporting clubs have dominated a major role in rural communities and
Meredith was no different from other regions of Australia. At the Meredith Shooting Club
during the winter of 1919, Alfred was the successful recipient of the novice trophy (Geelong
Advertiser, 3 June 1919:5). The following year, Alfred was part of the organising committee
of the Meredith Amateur Turf Club Annual Races in 1920 (The Ballarat Star, 10 December
1920:3). His involvement with the turf club was maintained for years to come. Alfred was
also a keen footballer and continued to play with the Meredith team for many years after his
wedding ( The Ballarat Star, 10 December 1920:3).

When subscriptions were called to support the erection of a memorial to the local fallen
soldiers during the Great War, Alfred duly responded (The Ballarat Star, 2 April 1924:9). In
1928 Alfred was appointed Chairman of the newly formed school committee (Geelong
Advertiser, 26 April 1928:9).

Alfred Ernest Wells was a member of the Meredith Masonic Lodge. He was a pallbearer for
a fallen brother in 1924, at which time he held the position of “W. M.” (Geelong Advertiser, 1
May 1924:2). As a ‘Worshipful Master’, Alfred was a senior officer of the lodge.

A Key Date: 1930.

In 1930 the Country Roads Board decided to widen and realign the main thoroughfare from
Geelong to Ballarat. In Meredith, the 90° angle of the corner of Wallace and Sutherland
Streets was redesigned to a curve. To accommodate this restructure, part of the Wells
property was forcibly acquired on 9 October 1930, considerably diminishing the size
allotment 9 that was once owned by the Gosling brothers, as well as smaller parts of
allotments 7 and 9 (Figures 20 & 21).

An analysis of the Bannockburn Rate books shows the rateable value of the dwelling and
land at this property to be £11 between 1925 and 1929. In 1930 this value increased to £20,
despite the size of the property’s holdings being diminished due to the land acquisition
(Jennings). It is thought that the funds provided to Alfred Wells allowed him the opportunity
to increase the size of his family home. It is believed he relocated a second dwelling onto
his land at 4 Wallace Street, thus increasing the overall value of the property. Based on the
architectural style and materials, the second home was likely to have been constructed circa
1900 at Bamganie, south of Meredith, which was the location of the Wells’ family farm
“Castlewood” and moved to the back of the house at 4 Wallace St to enlarge the front house
in 1930. Facing Mercer Street, the second house joins the west side of the original building
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3.

4.

2.5. Avoid hard paths against the walls. Install them 500mm away from the walls and 250mm lower than
the ground level inside the building to allow moisture to evaporate from the sub floor space. See
section 7.

2.6. New garden beds

2.6.1 These should be a minimum of 500mm from the walls, preferably further, and the ground
lowered so that the finished ground level of the garden bed is a minimum of 250mm lower than
the ground level whach 1s under the floor, inside the building. Slope the soil and garden bed
away from the building, and fill the area between the garden bed and walls, with very coarse
gravel up to the fimshed level of the garden bed. The coarse gravel will have air gaps between
the stones which serves the function of allowing moisture at the base of the wall to evaporate and
1t visually alerts gardeners and maintenance staff that the gravelled space has a purpose. The
reason that garden beds are detrimental to the building, is by a combination of, watering around
the base of the wall, and the ground level naturally building up. The ground level also rises, due
to mulching and leaf litter and root swelling, above a safe level such that 1t blocks sub floor
ventilation, and the wall 1s difficult to visually monitor on a day to day basis, due to foliage m the
way.

Accessibility
3.1.Ramps - where visible from the street.
3.1.1. Removable ramp construction
3.1.1.1 A metal framed ramp (with any type of contact walking surface) which allows air to flow
under 1t, to ensure the subfloor vents of the bwldmg are not obstructing good airflow under
the floor, will allow the sub floor area to evaporate moisture, reduce ternute and rot attack
to the subfloor structure.
3.1.1.2 Ensure water drains away from the subfloor vents, and walls and any gap between the wall
and the ramp remams clear of debnis. Insert additional sub floor vents if the ramp has
blocked any of them
3.1.1.3. The hand rails on the ramp should not be a feature, which would detract from the
architecture. Plain thin raihngs painted in the same colour as the walls, so that they blend
i, would be appropnate.

Reconstruction and Restoration
If an opportunity anses, consider restoring and reconstructing the followmg as needed.
4.1. Roofing, spouting and down pipes
4.1.1.Use galvamsed corrugated iron roofing, spouting, down pipes and rain heads.
4.1.2.Don’t use Zincalume or Colorbond.
4.1.3.Use Ogee profile spouting, and round diameter down pipes.

42. Fences
4.2.1.The front fence was originally timber pickets and a imber picket fence no higher than 1.2m
would appropriate, so that views from the streets of the houses are maintained.
4.2.2 Reconstruct timber paling or galvamsed corrugated side fences, not Colorbond or Zincalume.

Care and Maintenance
5.1.Retaining and restoning the heritage fabric is always a preferable heritage outcome than replacing
original fabric with new. The early weatherboards with ‘chew’ marks and early nails are particularly
umportant as are the 12 pane double-hung timber windows and their frames and other features
identfied m this report.
5.1.1 Further assistance 1s available from the Shire’s heritage advisor.
52 Roofing, spouting and down pipes
5.2.1.Use galvamsed corrugated iron roofing, spouting, down pipes and rain heads. It is preferable to
use short sheet corrugated iron and lap them, rather than single long sheets, but 1t 1s not essential.
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5.2.2.Do not use Zincalume or Colorbond.
5.2.3.Use Ogee profile spouting, and round diameter down pipes.
5.3 Joinery

5.3.1.1t 1s important to repair rather than replace where possible, as this retains the historic fabric. This
may involve cutting out rotten umber and splicing 1n new tumber, which is a better hentage
outcome than complete replacement.

5.3.2 Reconstruct the damaged and nussmg timber sash windows to match the two mtact windows on
the east and south sides.

6. Water Damage and Damp

6.1. Always remove the source of the water damage first (see Care and Maintenance).

6.2. Water falling, splashing or seeping from damaged spouting and down pipes causes severe and
expensive damage to the nmber walls.

6.3. Repairing damage from damp may mnvolve lowering of the ground outside so that it 1s lower than the
ground level inside under the floor, installanon of agricultural drams, running the downpipes mto
drainage inspection pits instead of straight into the ground. The reason for the pats 1s that a blocked
drain will not be noticed unul so much water has seeped m and around the base of the building and
damage commenced (which may take weeks or months to be visible), whereas, the pit will
immediately fill with water and the problem can be fixed before the floor rots or the bulding smells
musty.

6.4. Damp would be exacerbated by watering plants near the walls. Garden beds and bushes should be at
least half a metre away from walls.

6.5. Subfloor venulation 1s eriical. Check that sub floor vents are not blocked and introduce additional ones
if necessary. Ensure the extenior ground level 1s 250mm or more, lower than the ground level mside
the building. Good subfloor ventilanon works for free, and 1s therefore very cost effective. Do not
rely on fans being inserted under the floor as these are difficult to momnitor, they can breakdown as they
get clogged with dust, etc, and there are ongoing costs for servicmg and electricity

7. Services
7.1. Ensure new services and conduts, down pipes etc, are not conspicuous. Locate them at the rear of the
building whenever possible, and when that 1s not practical, paint them the same colour as the building
or fabric belund them, or enclose them behind a screen the same colour as the building fabric that also
provides adequate venulation around the device. Therefore, if a conduit goes up a red brick wall, 1t
should be pamted red, and when 1t passes over say, a cream coloured detail, 1t should be painted
cream.
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