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Biting and Aggression

There are a few urban myths that regularly hurt people in our community such as “that gun’s never loaded”, “the horse doesn’t kick” and “my dog wouldn’t bite anyone!”

YOUR DOG CAN ATTACK
Most dog owners cannot visualise their family pet biting or killing.  However, the majority of dog attacks investigated by Council involve a family pet ‘that has never bitten anyone’ seriously injuring or killing someone else’s pet or livestock.  All dogs are capable of biting or killing.

COMMUNITY SAFETY
All responsible dog owners hope their pet will not show aggression towards other animals or people, but it can and does happen for many reasons.  Pet owners are always responsible and legally liable for the actions of their animals.

Everyone should be aware of the need to protect others in the community from the danger and fear of dog attack. 

People have a right to feel safe in the community and it is the responsibility of pet owners to ensure the protection of others and to keep public areas safe for people to enjoy.
Aggressive animals have no place in public areas.

Impact on victims
Being bitten or attacked by a dog can produce serious physical, psychological and emotional effects, not only for the person who is attacked but also for the owner of the attacking dog.
Even if the victim is not bitten, the threat of the attack can cause lasting trauma.  
Penalties

There are laws to prevent dog attacks and, should your dog attack a person or another animal, you could be fined, lose your dog and be required to pay compensation for damages.  

Often the most traumatic impact on owners is being required to have their family pet put down because it has bitten or killed another person or animal.



Responsible ownership

· Always supervise children around dogs.  Dog play can become rough and may sometimes result in a bite.  Constantly monitor children when a dog is around and never leave babies or young children alone with a dog.
· Keep children away from a dog if it is sleeping, feeding (especially chewing a bone) or recovering from an illness or injury.
· Always check to see that your fencing or dog enclosure is secure.  Keeping your dog confined will greatly lessen the risk to others in the community.
· Always use a leash when walking your dog in public and watch your pet to monitor and control any situation.

· There are additional special responsibilities for owners of ‘Dangerous Dogs’ and owners should contact Council for more information.
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MENACING DOGS

Allowing your dog to rush at or threaten another person or animal could result in Council declaring it a ‘Menacing Dog’.  There are onerous requirements placed on the owners of ‘Menacing Dogs’, including muzzling the animal when off the premises and the need to notify Council if the dog attacks someone, changes ownership or location, or goes missing.

DANGEROUS DOGS

Once a dog has physically attacked a person or another animal, Council may list the animal as a ‘Dangerous Dog’ and the owner will have to comply with the onerous conditions listed in the Domestic (Feral & Nuisance) Animals Act 1994.
When a dog is declared as ‘Dangerous’ the owner must:

· Ensure the dog is microchipped

· Ensure the dog is always muzzled in a public place 

· Ensure the dog always wears a prescribed red and yellow striped collar

· Display a sign advising of a dangerous dog on the premises

· Maintain the dog’s registration with Council at all times
· Provide and maintain a fence or enclosure to prevent the dog from escaping
· Inform Council if the dog is relocated, missing, changes ownership or attacks a person or animal

· Have the dog desexed.
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DOGS AND LIVESTOCK

Dog owners should ensure their pets are safely contained to their property or restrained when off the property.  Allowing your dog to chase or maul livestock is an offence and can cause serious injury and needless suffering to livestock.
Not only will a farmer seek compensation for loss of livestock as a result of injury caused by your dog, but they also have the legal right to shoot your dog on‑site.

Do not let your dog harass or injure livestock.
NUISANCE DOGS
Nuisance dogs are another major issue for the community.  “Nuisance” includes where an animal is unrestrained away from the owner’s premises, barking excessively, wandering at large or attacking.  See Council’s range of Responsible Pet Ownership Fact Sheets for more information on nuisance issues.
SUBMISSIVE DOGS
Behavioural training from an early age can help to reinforce submissive behaviour in a dog.  This involves reinforcing to the dog that it is at the bottom of your family ‘pack’ and therefore less likely to attack.  Many veterinary clinics and obedience clubs offer dog behaviour training.  

While a submissive dog is less inclined to be aggressive, behaviour training should be used in conjunction with other physical controls such as fences and leashes to restrain your dog, further reducing the likelihood of your pet being involved in an incident. 

More information

Further information is also available in Council’s range of Responsible Pet Ownership Fact Sheets. These include:

· Dogs, Fences and Roaming
· Litter

· Leashes and Exercise

· Registration and Identification

· Responsible Pet Ownership

· Barking Dogs

· Barking Solutions

· Desexing Your Pet

· Registration Fees & Fines

Contacting Council
If you require any further information, or would like a copy of one of Council’s Responsible Pet Ownership Fact Sheets, visit either of Council’s Customer Service Centres at:

-
68 Sussex Street, Linton or

-
2 Pope Street, Bannockburn or call

( 5220 7111 or

( 1300 36 30 36 (Toll Free within the Shire)

Email enquiries@gplains.vic.gov.au
Website www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au
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FIND US EVERYWHERE!

2 Pope Street, Bannockburn, Victoria 3331
() 52207111 (@ enquiries@gplains.vic.gov.au goldenplains.vic.gov.au @ Geldeniiainshite @ @GPSCouncilNews
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